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this is the CBS television network let the word go forth from this time and place to friend and foe alike that 
the torch has been passed to a new generation of Americans born in this century tempered by war 
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace proud of our ancient heritage and unwilling to witness or permit the 
slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always been committed and to which we are 
committed today at home and around the world John Fitzgerald Kennedy spoke those words to the nation on 
the day he moved into the White House almost three years ago the last time the torch was passed in the 
White House he saw these words inscribed over a mantle | pray to heaven to bestow the best of blessings 
on this house and on all that shall hereafter inhabited may none but wise and honest men ever rule under 
this roof so wrote the wife of John Adams the first president to occupy the White House 35 men have lived in 
this modest house on Pennsylvania Avenue 35 presidents have come and gone during the hundred and 
sixty-three years that it has been occupied the White House has become the central symbol of the American 
experience the center of America has almost by chance located itself in a building whose 
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located itself in a building whose dimensions are a modest 90 feet by 180 feet thirty-five presidents the 
power of a continent and the continuity of a hundred and eighty eight years of our Republic Center 
themselves in this simple Georgian building thirty-five men have come and gone but the president's house 
and the presidency have remained these are the men who have occupied the office of the presidency of the 
United States George Washington first president of the United States inaugurated 1789 served eight years 
John Adams inaugurated 1797 served four years Thomas Jefferson inaugurated in 1801 sir eight years 
james madison inaugurated 1809 served eight years james monroe inaugurated in 1817 served eight year 
john quincy adams inaugurated 1825 the only son of a president to become a president served four years 
Andrew Jackson inaugurated 1829 served eight years On January 30th 1835 for the first time in the history 
of America an attempt was made to assassinate a president President Jackson escaped to pistol shots from 
a distance of six feet martin van buren 1837 served four years william henry harrison inaugurated in 1841 he 
died one month after taking office john tyler inaugurated 1841 served three years and 11 months james kate 
polk inaugurated 1845 served four years zachary taylor inaugurated 1849 served 16 months millard fillmore 
inaugurated 1850 served two years and eight months franklin pierce inaugurated 1853 served four years 
james buchanan inaugurated 1857 served four years the 16th President of the United States 
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16th President of the United States Abraham Lincoln inaugurated in 1861 his wife Mary Todd Lincoln said of 
the events of April 14 1865 he was more cheerful and joyous that day and evening than he had been for 
years at dinner he complained of being worn out and proposed to go to the theater and have a laugh at the 
theater i sat close to him and was leaning on his lap | asked him what will miss Harris think of my hanging on 
to you so he said she won't think anything about it and the fatal shot was fired his last words being an 
answer to my question Andrew Johnson inaugurated 1865 although Johnson attempted to carry out lincoln's 
policies he did not have the personal weight of the murdered president the continuity of the presidency 
continued the nation was altered in its course ulysses s grant may 1869 served eight years Rutherford Hayes 
inaugurated 1877 served four years James a garfield inaugurated in 1881 shot on the morning of July 2nd 
1881 by a disappointed office seeker died September 19th unlike the assassination of Lincoln the death of 
Garfield led to no great social or political changes Chester Alan Arthur inaugurated 1881 served three years 
and six months Grover Cleveland inaugurated for the first time in 1885 served four years Benjamin Harrison 
inaugurated 1889 served four years Grover Cleveland was inaugurated for the second time in 1893 William 
McKinley inaugurated in 1897 this picture was taken 15 minutes before a man wearing a bandage on his 
right hand approached the president and shot him eight days later President McKinley died Theodore 
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President McKinley died Theodore Roosevelt who had been McKinley's vice president was inaugurated in 
1901 in 1912 when Theodore Roosevelt was no longer in office but it was campaigning for a third term a 
maniac shot the former president but did not kill him this photograph was taken as the wounded president 
continued his speech William Howard Taft inaugurated 1909 served four years Woodrow Wilson inaugurated 
1913 served eight years Warren Harding inaugurated 1921 died in office in 1923 his vice president was 
Calvin Coolidge inaugurated in 1923 Coolidge a sober quiet man did much to restore America's belief in the 
presidency a belief that had been seriously shaken by the revelations of scandal and corruption which were 
traceable to officers of Harding's cabinet Herbert Hoover inaugurated 1929 served four years Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt the 32nd man to become president of the United States inaugurated in 1933 served years 
and three months On February 15 1933 an attempted assassination was made Roosevelt was unhurt but the 
mayor of Chicago was killed harry s ttuman became president of the united states upon the death of Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt inaugurated 1945 on November 1st 1950 two men tried to assassinate President Truman 
a White House guard was killed Dwight Eisenhower inaugurated 1953 served eight years John F Kennedy 
inaugurated 1961 assassinated November 22nd 1963 served two years 10 months Lyndon Johnson sworn in 
November 22nd 1963 so ends the roll call of presidents 
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1963 so ends the roll call of presidents 35 men have been masters of the Executive Mansion eight men have 
died in office these are the floors they pasted the rooms they saw history has flowed in and out of these 
rooms a hundred and eighty-five million Americans a nation that spans the continent a people most 
scientifically advanced a complex of machines and technology beyond anything the world has ever seen all 
this ties itself to this Center and to the man who lives here the president may die the presidency does not 
John F Kennedy the 35th President of the United States who died yesterday in his 47th year was the eighth 
President to give up his life while serving in the nation's highest office four of those predecessors who died in 
office were murdered as he was the other four William Henry Harrison in 1841 Zachary Taylor in 1850 
Warren Harding in 1923 Franklin Roosevelt in 1945 died natural deaths mr. Kennedy's assassination occurs 
within a system structured to withstand personal tragedy of the highest order the United States of America 
has survived total war it has survived the death of the most power it will survive even this shocking 
assassination the United States Constitution provides for an orderly succession in the event of disaster 
similar to that which struck at us yesterday in 1850 on the death of Zachary Taylor who passed away after 
only one month in office we were faced with our first emergency in terms of the presidential succession until 
that time all presidents had lived out their terms following Taylor's death John Tyler took office and it's 
interesting to note that there were those who called him Acting President others continued to refer to 
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President others continued to refer to him as vice president mr. Tyler in time took care of the issue he 
referred to himself as president and the people obviously accepted his claim in 1865 almost a century ago 
the nation suffered a shattering blow when Abraham Lincoln was shot to death at Ford's Theater here at the 
close of the Civil War was a time when Anarchy and a reign of terror were possible Andrew Johnson's 
succession to the presidency was riddled with question marks indeed he was impeached by the House of 
Representatives and came close to removal from his high office but there was never any question as to 
popular acceptance of Andrew Johnson as president of the United States in 1881 when James Garfield was 
shot to death by a disappointed office seeker he lay gravely ill for months before dying yet the processes of 
government continued relatively unhampered when Chester Arthur assumed the presidency he was clothed 
in all the dignity Americans give their chief executive barely three decades later within the memory of some 
living Americans William McKinley was shot to death by a maniac as he engaged in one of the president's 
key ceremonial functions handshaking he was succeeded by one of the most vigorous executives in 
American history Theodore Roosevelt when Franklin D Roosevelt died on the eve of victory in World War 
two America was shaken as it had not been shaken since the assassin of Abraham Lincoln Harry Truman 
the new president said | feel as though the moon and stars have fallen in on me he was greeted with 
sympathy and understanding in a short time there was no doubt as to his assumption of the command of the 
nation's first office when Dwight D Eisenhower suffered his heart attack and later his serious illness le itis 
there 
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later his serious illness le itis there was much speculation in the high councils of the nation as to the role of 
the vice president but government continued mr. Nixon never indicated any desire to interfere with orderly 
processes and when the president's recovery was complete the country turned its eyes from the possible 
tragedy with which it had been confronted nevertheless the succession of presidential tragedies over the 
years had made Americans aware of the importance of the line of succession Congress during the course of 
the history of the nation has enacted three presidential statues the first in 1792 declared that the president 
pro tempore of the Senate and then the Speaker of the House would assume the office of the presidency in 
case of the death or disability of the president or vice president in January 1886 shortly after the 
assassination of Garfield Congress repealed the act of 1792 and provided that if the President and the Vice 
President died or became disabled then the Secretary of State Secretary of the Treasury and on down the 
cabinet would assume the office of the presidency in 1947 two years after the death of President Roosevelt 
the statute presently in force was enacted by Congress if the President and Vice President are unable to 
fulfill the office of the presidency the Speaker of the House at present representative John McCormack will 
assume the presidency this is a chart in which the succession to the presidency as presently constituted is 
outlined this chart reflects the law of the land whatever the legalities whatever the background Americans 
have invariably rallied to the successor of the and struck down in the midst of his service as the nation's chief 
executive to that role it is expected that president lyndon b johnson will be no exception and now five 
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will be no exception and now five americans whose own lives are demonstrations of concern for the past the 
present and the future of the continuing american experience bruce catton and historian thurgood marshall a 
jurist richard Neustadt a professor of government robert hiya Brunner a worldly philosopher and Mark Van 
Doren a poet gentlemen | think we need not delay ourselves with the constitutional technicalities of the 
succession to the presidency the hour is too grave for that but each of you is a student of American history or 
the American presidency or the American Constitution or the American character as it's reflected in our 
history what is the nature of the presidency and its relation to the person who holds it is ita man or a man 
date what is its essential significance what's the relationship of the President to the office mr. Katan well of 
course it's all of the things you mentioned but | do feel that the president's own personality and character 
have a way of becoming the most important factor in the whole thing it's it's who the man is and how he does 


things that become really important but have there not been many times when the office of the presidency 
was greater than the man who occupied it mr. Neustadt | don't know whether the office can be greater than 
the man who occupies it | | have trouble fitting those two ideas together the office has an enormous molding 
effect on the man maybe that's what you mean no but the presidency does continue the work of the nation 
does get done does it not yes sir 
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nation does get done does it not yes sir and the man in the office has it to do so he does it what is the 
relationship of the presidency to our entire institution of government is our overall system built for continuity 
of direction and policy following the abrupt death of a president judge Marshall well in the recent years it's 
become more important because of the power of the President on molding our foreign policy and today 
foreign policy is so far out in front that the individual has more importance than the in the past years however 
through the Eisenhower administration and the Kennedy administration the Vice President had a major role 
in the Security Council etc so that as of today we would hopefully assume that insofar as foreign policy is 
concerned it will continue along the same road but as to the domestic program etcetera it would be more 
than will of the government than the will of the individual president as an individual and this doesn't depend 
does it on the constitutional provisions alone but it depends on the acceptance of the institution and the 
special law and respect with which the American people greets a new president isn't that true mr. Van Doren 
yes I'm sure that's true my observation of people yesterday say November 22nd was that the person of the 
president was supreme importance to them of course the office was in the background of their feeling but it 
was a person who had died and that was terribly important for them it was 
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terribly important for them it was tragically important and then we saw didn't leave mr. Heil Bronner as we've 
seen before in this country the way in which the new president mr. Johnson began to assume some of this 
same aura that had earlier devolved upon President Kennedy well there's a kind of magic transformation of 
indeed the magical properties that a president must have but you know it's not just the man it's impossible 
not to dwell on the man at this at this moment and rightful to place the man to give him is just his due 
importance and yet the man presides over and over and on not just in an office but over an ongoing Society 
which has its deeply ingrained problems and its Momentum's for for hope and sometimes the president 
seems to be no more than a skillful writer on a runaway horse and sometimes not even so skillful mr. Truman 
said the presidency was like a tiger you hung on for dear life lest you fall off and gety that's what your talking 
stops here the responsibility of the President as | see it is that the image of John F Kennedy remains and it 
will be a time before the new image begins to unfold but as | mentioned before Vice President Johnson 
former Vice President Johnson with his trips around the world over and over again | would hope that in the 
world picture they understand and respect him for what he is and will therefore our foreign policy will 
continue | would hope as you said it was Harry Truman's phrase that the buck stops here the presidency is a 
very lonely office is it not and I'm sure that Lyndon Johnson 
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not and I'm sure that Lyndon Johnson this morning is beginning to to feel the effects of the imposition of this 
loneliness that much of his past is no longer available to him as friendships and that sort of things Academy 
yes it seems to me that a great deal depends with this president comment any on the skill with what she 
takes up his duties aura of the presidency does pass to him of course they've built in feeling that the 
American people have for their president is something that he possesses at the start but he can lose it I'm 
thinking particularly of what happened after Abraham Lincoln was shot he was succeeded by a vice 
president named Johnson who as far as anyone could tell wanted very much to carry out policies Lincoln had 
started but he didn't have Lincoln skill at handling people or expressing the power of leadership and as a 
result he failed and Lincoln's policies were not carried out so that there was not an automatic transference 
thereof the ability to put a program through well now as you've said and as we have seen earlier this is not a 


new thing in American history the sudden succession to the presidency it's happened with disturbing 
frequency in the course of our history what are the consequences of an assassination or the sudden death of 
the president looking back on it historically mr. Neustadt there are all sorts of things when they grow as the 
as the government grows there are little ones and big ones the mr. Kennedy's files files of the president 
United States will now be put in boxes and taken away and the files 
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in boxes and taken away and the files will start over again from the beginning individuals particularly at the 
White House perhaps to some degree in the in the cabinet will give place in time as mr. Johnson finds his 
own people with whom he he prefers to work do you have changes of personnel you know you'll have 
changes actually physical facilities and you will of course have changes of personal style in the way the 
president operates his time his day his contact his people and this ramifies through the whole government 
yet while this is dramatic and changeful an awful lot of continuity for me I'm sure that mr. Johnson finds today 
and we'll find Monday a lot of business on his desk which is there whether he wants it or not which he will 
have to handle in somewhat the same way that that mr. Kennedy handled his business oh and the thing will 
the momentum will carry itself owns a huge bureaucracy and an independent Congress and a hundred 
embassies all churning out business which carries its own continuity in and mr. Truman's takeover which is 
the only other one in modern times when the presidency had had this character and our government had this 
character a great many people changed good many ways of doing business changed but the business of the 
of the government went on with hardly a check well while we're on the housekeeping details of a president 
moving into the office of his predecessor and confronting all the 
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predecessor and confronting all the things on the desk what has been our historic experience with the 
personnel of the cabinet does a and E an incoming president usually keep the cabinet members who is an 
expert on that you would be dick and you would be the | think precedence don't count for too much here 
because a great deal depends on the timing but mr. Truman came in he was almost at the start of a term he 
had a whole term to fill out within three months he had made a substantial number of changes in the cabinet 
mr. Johnson coming in the beginning of the last year of our first term | would guess we'll make fewer 
changes at least at the start the if one goes back to the Johnson the first johnson take over from mr. Lincoln 
he made very few changes until rather late in the game and then of course he got embroiled in a tremendous 
controversy because trying to get rid of mr. Stanton and Congress wouldn't let him we're not faced with 
anything of that sort anymore when Coolidge succeeded to Harding as | recall there were a few changes 
made in the cabin outside those one or two areas of high embarrassment no it's nothing comparable existed 
today the the instance of Truman which is the most recent and therefore the most familiar one to us suggests 
that Truman began by keeping the whole cabinet around him he did not make changes for the sake of 
making changes he made changes one by one as he and individual cabinet members came to feel that their 
relationship 
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came to feel that their relationship could not be the same as as theirs with the prior president and there's 
nothing wrong about this and it doesn't suggest any lack of confidence and individuals it does suggest that 
that no two presidents are going to to view the same group of people in precisely the same way and every 
president has got to have people around him with whom he feels comfortable but also the relative slowness 
of this process reinforces once again the whole aspect of continuity that was with which we manage our 
successions thought occurs to me here | speak now as an American historian but someone who knows once 
over lightly the American past in particular but surely problems have become tremendously more complex 
this isn't this is only a cliche and equally surely the the incredible proliferation of the mass media have made 
it possible to focus on the person of the president to a degree of intimacy that just wasn't present in the past 
it could not have any president of the past so that people who come very naturally | think to associate the 


whole this is an ongoing momentum of the government society and all the rest with it with the person or the 
president his looks and and the daily state of his health and and that this style in which he speaks or in which 
he lives and so | imagine that the first effect of tragedy like this must be that this personal embodiment of the 
United States has ceased to be and we must find a new personal and embodiment and see what that new 
person is to be like but | suspect that what is to be discovered is that underneath this change in the in the 
person in the new headline name there will be a rediscovery of other continuities the same problems the 
same difficulties and the same background 
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difficulties and the same background will be there do you think that this new modern contemporary 
personalization of the presidency makes it more difficult for a sudden successor to take over the reins of 
government | don't know you know sometimes | was thinking yesterday when the tragedy happened unlike 
everyone else | was fascinated by the glued to the television screen | couldn't leave it and yet didn't quite 
want to be so dreadfully immersed anything it can't be escaped and we do have this this this just penetration 
in two degrees of intimacy which in some ways are more than we have with our friends it just must be lived 
with and in some ways it's a handicap I'm sure because it does over personalized the office at the same time 
because life is so darn flex it is perhaps the only way in which many millions of citizens can feel a close 
identity with their own government this is a suggestion but would appear to me that President Johnson's first 
press conference will give to the country the new individual and the country will possibly measure him 
against President Kennedy boom but at any rate the country will then realize this personal feeling between 
the president coming into your living room and will more or less measure politics and it will be an indication of 
his style yes mr. I'm remembering how much of a person Abraham Lincoln was no president was ever more 
of a person than that and he was extremely well known to the American people there were no mass media 
except ten times as many newspapers as we now have or six times or whatever it is but 
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have or six times or whatever it is but his photograph was familiar to everybody his name of course was on 
everybody's lips either for blame or praise he lived there he hung suspended there as a soul whom all people 
knew so that his death removed first of all a person but it must have been something like November 22nd of 
this year | spoke of the way people thought of the death of a person yesterday they also thought | agree with 
all you gentlemen of the death of a president and those who were terrified wrongly | think those were terrified 
thought there would never be another president somehow the country was shot yes they had to remember 
that the country was not shot the concealers there the very effect that 180 million people were concerned 
and began to move do all the things they did council engagements for dinner last night and just stop doing 
whatever they were doing the fact that 180 million people were concerned is terribly important thing the the 
society is alive and there will be another president it's just terribly important to remember that and | think 
people are remembering it they should sorrow and they should grieve but they should not be terrified now 
when there is another president what does the past teach us about the political and social programs that they 
the outgoing the dead president was working on now we mr. Katan and others have alluded to the 
experience after Lincoln's assassination Johnson came in persuaded of the same things failed to make them 
work there have been other things what is the experience of our people in the in the 
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experience of our people in the in the continuity of the ideas which an incumbent president was trying to 
foster and what may we expect about the programs of President Kennedy okay well | think there is 
occasionally quite a break there wasn't Johnson there was in Jefferson County | don't see how you can say 
that Theodore Roosevelt exactly carried on the policies of William McKinley he was his own man from the 
start and | don't think the killing would have recognized some of the things that happened that's at least one 
case where that break did take place when Cooley just succeeded Harding it wasn't so some marked partly 
because there weren't any particular policies then except to stay in this country and reduce taxes because 


well | don't know but I have a feeling that the legislative program of President Kennedy had the approval | 
mean the wholehearted approval of Vice President Johnson mm-hmm he's very much of President 
Kennedy's persuasion | that that's my opinion and that's what | get from reading well what what can the past 
teach us about the about the influence of the sudden and tragic and dramatic death of a president on his 
program is this likely to to give a president's program new impetus carry on the momentum or does it does it 
does it stop things then | don't mr. Steadman only capaz teaches us a thing that you can apply to the present 
situation the Truman succeeded at the dramatic point at the end of a war and there was a great rallying to 
him for the prosecution of the remainder of the war then once the 
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the remainder of the war then once the war was over he turned to to Roosevelt's domestic program the 
program Roosevelt laid out in the 44 election and he and his own name advanced the Roosevelt program 
and of course it ran into immediately into a great deal of social political controversy oh by that then of course 
he was present in his own right he wasn't president for months and the drama had worn off this is a different 
sort of situation my guess is that it's a a hopeful situation for President Johnson there are great difficulties all 
around the world but there aren't any immediate momentary frightfulness the legislative program has been in 
great difficulty but the rallying that one can expect around the new president should help him take the 
measure of his difficulties there give him a new a new start upon them in a way that mr. Kennedy could not 
have had and in our relations with the Soviet Union the cuban confrontation occurred a year ago now what 
what lies ahead | don't know but that adds the degree of stability to to our situation which might not exist if if 
that experience were still ahead of us very stable personality in the person of the new president oh 
absolutely you rarely had also experienced a politician in the best sense of the word in the vice presidency 
yet in that sense this is also an unprecedented situation well then do you I'm correct when President Truman 
took over he had to be told about the atom bomb whereas now all of the security measures are known - yes 
one of the great changes then Truman introduced it and Eisenhower carried it forward and and mr. Kennedy 
certainly carried it forward is that the 
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certainly carried it forward is that the vice president has been into everything not as a decider but as an 
informed participant in spectator in a way that simply was never true before yes that followed him after 
President Roosevelt's death and then President Eisenhower's illness and so that for the last three 
administration's certainly the vice president has been much more associated with affairs of state than he 
ever was before but mr. Van Doren do you think that it's possible to teach anyone even by close association 
how to handle this lofty and lonely office no | don't think you can teach courage but that takes courage must 
be a habit you must have had it most of your life you cannot suddenly become courageous the job of a chief 
executive is staggering for most people to consider because most of us when we talk with others do not have 
that full responsibility we don't have to make a decision all by ourselves out there after all advice has been 
received the president of the United States the president of a corporation of a university or anything else 
must of course listen to many men but eventually he has to decide what should be done and nobody can 
then tell him that is the lonely part of it and it takes | should say almost unimaginable courage to stand or sit 
in that position we kept a week year after year we've agreed that a great deal of the presidency has to do 
with the personal qualities of the man who holds the office and that's true in his relations with the public it's 
obviously true in his relations with the Congress but it's also true in his relations with foreign 
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also true in his relations with foreign leaders and in our day with the speeding up of communications our 
presidents have traveled and have had more personal contact with heads of state than before mr. Howell 
Brunner what do you think the effects will be of the loss of this personal rapport with the the leaders of the 
rest of the world | think there's no question but that for a period of time and we are tremendously blessed in 
that this is a relatively stable moment personal feelers will have to be extended from our side and their side 


the measure of men will have to be retaken there's been a lot of change in in Heads of State among in the 
West and it's it's quite necessary for the new president to come to face to face terms with with his colleagues 
as well as his opponents in the international sphere and this cannot be done right away | think President 
Johnson hasn't has an enormous feel for what's going on at home | mean I can imagine no one better 
prepared to take over in mid-stride with with President Kennedy's domestic program | think no one on the 
other hand can quite take over the foreign program which is curiously in this day of vast forces such a highly 
personal thing but Professor Neustadt knows more about this than | do well it's it's if there's a paradox here 
on the one hand judgment is personalized there's no escaping that is as mr. Van Doren suggested and and 
judgment must include one's sense of other comparable comfortably placed minds on the other hand the 
decisions of most governments 





hand the decisions of most governments most of the time include a great many things besides here is a 
bulletin from CBS the White House has just announced that President Kennedy will be buried on Monday in 
the Arlington National Cemetery variable follows formal funeral ceremonies in a capital Monday afternoon we 
repeat the White House has just announced that President Kennedy will be buried in the Arlington National 
Cemetery Monday afternoon here is a second bulletin from CBS News President Johnson will address a joint 
session of Congress Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. at Eastern Standard Time this announcement from the White 
House just at this moment the president the new president mr. Johnson will address a joint session of the 
Congress Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. this comes to you from CBS News and on how Johnson gets long the 
first time he meets mr. Chris Chuck so far the limits are there yeah in dealey all our friends and our foes 
nonetheless if this has been an era of extraordinary personal diplomacy in the international sphere | admit 
that it's only changed the course of history by a degree or two yes but not by 90 degrees but but 90 degree 
turns are almost ruled up by the nature event well the reason this is true | think is that key decisions key 
choices which can have an enormous impact and the kind of weaponry we have and the kind of 
communications these remain personal choices they may be terribly limited by advice by situations but still 
they are personal you see this dramatized and last October October a year ago in the Cuban situation and 
because in foreign relations in this kind of a world 
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relations in this kind of a world individual judgment can have such consequences there's no escaping that 
you know in a country with such power the the individual who makes the judgment makes a makes a 
difference and there's no automatic way to for for President Johnson to step into the shoes of the perceptions 
the fingertip feel that his predecessor had no | think | think as mr. Howell Brunner was saying and in terms of 
domestic the domestic society domestic politics mr. Johnson has been equipped for years with with 
extraordinarily sensitive fingertips well he's just got to have to take time to develop this well if | could get back 
to the foreign situation | think we need a footnote and | can only speak for the small continent of Africa where 
I've been more or less commuting in the past three or four years but in his several trips to Africa then the 
then Vice President Johnson did create a very good stable understanding with the leaders of Africa who 
actually count today and he wouldn't have the difficulty of building up anything with that and that's a rather 
sizable bloc of Nations and | imagine some of his other travels to Scandinavia etcetera he has created an 
understanding of one sort or another and so he's not a complete stranger in this the the only trouble you 
keep coming back to and that's this lonely job and now he has to make the decision and when you 
mentioned about today's beginning to realize how lonely the job is | was impressed last night as he walked 
from the plane at Andrews Air 
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walked from the plane at Andrews Air Force Base and there for the first time he was walking alone and | 
imagine as he was walking it dawned on him that that was it from then on walking along with 18 microphones 
waiting for it to be put into the mix - and this is the fact that President Johnson wanted to be President that is 


to say he desired the office and then through a circumstance and whatnot he became but the vice president 
when mr. Truman became president he was not a man who had sought the presidency it was suddenly 
thrust upon him in some way | can't help but thinking that psychologically President Johnson is prepared in a 
sense for this this is not this does not come to him as a as a dreadful blow under which he must bear up as 
best he can but in a sense it's a it's a fearful misadventure but wonderful which she was in a way said I'm 
sure that's important I'm sure that's very very good I'm thinking something relative to what you recently we're 
discussing how much the Truman became president he had the succeed mr. Roosevelt in his relations with 
Winston Churchill which wasn't too easy to do those two men you know Roosevelt and Churchill had been 
not only leaders of states of states that had a terribly important relation to each other but they were good 
friends seemed thoroughly understood each other | wish the Truman had to take the place now Roosevelt 
my understanding is that he did it pretty well but it was not easy | don't think these things are finally of the 
greatest importance but | want to come back to the notion that the personal thing is always there it's 
inescapable in every dimension or a conduct in all life | think of it now judge Marshall had mentioned that in 
many ways even in the foreign field Vice President Johnson is really has qualifications which certainly were 
unusual in the 
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unusual in the in the sense that he's traveled to so many places and part of that it seems to me is not only 
the the rapidity and ease of modern travel but it also is a change in the role of the vice-presidency is it not not 
only in associating the vice president with the with the security information and the workings of government 
but that by taking over some of the ceremonial role and some of the the substantive functions as well that 
modern vice president is certainly much better qualified than was say Wilson's vice president who came so 
nearly to succeeding him would you say that was true mr. cotton Oh undoubtedly and the odd thing about the 
Wilson situation that you just mentioned there was a certain period of time there after mr. Gannon was taken 
sick when to all intents and purposes this country had no president the man was simply helpless nobody saw 
him except his wife of his physician the unfortunate marshal wasn't even unfortunate marshal not only was 
not prepared he knew perfectly well he was not prepared and apparently dreaded nothing more than the 
chance that he might suddenly be called on to take over this job about that he confessed to his friends he 
knew nothing whatever at least we don't have that situation yeah | would like to ask a question rather than try 
to answer one and let us like to ask you why after President Eisenhower's heart attack and the scare the 
country had on the question of succession why a more careful provision was not made in fact but just the 
kind of eventualities which might have taken place and that is that the president might have been gravely 
wounded and lingered between life and death I'll tell you what I think the real answer is the real answer is 
there's no 





answer is the real answer is there's no good way to frame such a thing it can only be dealt with really when it 
happens ad hoc any more than one could have decided in advance how to meet the Hays tilden election 
which was in an extra-constitutional way got out of what it occurred that | think what the reason that despite 
all the talk at the time nothing was done is that senior senior members of Congress people like speaker 
Rayburn had a strong sense that you couldn't legislate this right the reason is that you cannot have two 
presidents at once if you provide that there be an Acting President that the cabinet or some group tell the 
vice-president act and then who's to tell him to stop acting oh well there's a lot of talk at the president upon 
recovery should announce himself recovered what is the poor acting president to do in this situation does he 
repudiate policy does he carry on policy whatever he does when the president recovers he's going to get 
terribly penalized for whatever he's definitely is whatever he's done the president's not going to think was 
done right there is just no way to to have two people in this job at once and | think essentially the all these 
efforts broke down over the common sense of people like Rayburn who perceived there was no way to live 
I'd like to put our discussion on to a rather larger plane now as we contemplate these grave events we look 
at the continuum of the American presidency an event like this has been a profound shock to everyone in 
this country is it possible that President Johnson's task may be made easier as a 
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Johnson's task may be made easier as a result of this shock by the introduction of a sense of reality and 
importance into the sometimes romanticized aspects of American politics mr. Heil Brunner | was if | was like 
many other people brooding about this that very question last night when | couldn't sleep well and | recall 
something that struck me very much at the time when | first read a passage in the Israelis novel Sybil in 
which she discusses the war between the two nations and somewhere in the novel | forget who my evilly 
asks who the two nations are and Israeli says the rich and the poor the two nations that war in every country 
but this is not the fight you know in this country there is a no fight that will have to be fought and it's germane 
to your question and this is the fight between the rational or irrational of course these are the two nations in 
our country surely the reasonable on the unreasonable or thoughtful and fanatic and the great question will 
be how this fight will be resolved and here of course the new president can play a tremendously important 
personal role there are problems that are that are that will that President Kennedy wrestled with and that 
President Johnson will wrestle with and that the next president will wrestle with which can be at best only 
chipped away at but there are some problems where a man's personality can make a vital and distinct 
difference it seems to me and doesn't a a tragic event like this judge Marshall caused the scales at least for a 
moment to fall from the eyes of people who have been blinded by so many of the irrational aspects of our 
politics well | guess the best answer to that would be what many of the southern governors and southern 
politicians are 
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governors and southern politicians are reading the time this morning the different statements absolutely 
beautiful | think we have to realize that as great as our country is still possible and | think that that takes a 
little time to sink in and | believe that they could very well be an understanding of the good people of this 
country that he went into Dallas knowing full well everything that had happened to ambassador Stephenson 
and still insisted that it was his duty to go there he was brave enough and determined enough to go there 
and finally was determined that that bubble should not be put on top of the car | Know she how anyone can 
ignore that and | believe that people do realize regardless of what their ambitions are or what their policies 
are that here was a man that to the bitter end courageously stood for what he considered to be right whether 
you look at it from the world picture of peace or whether you look at it for inherent decency was in the country 
| would hope that's true and | have enough faith in our government to believe that that's true mr. captain | 
was just wondering if something doesn't depend on the people themselves rather than in President Johnson 
what he was saying about yes that was what | meant by the irrationality that has been so evident in this 
country we've been living in an age of hate on a large number of people have either taught themselves or 
been taught by someone else for various reasons to not marry to oppose the president but to hate him they 
get so 
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president but to hate him they get so they can't speak of him without a sneer well finally something snaps in 
some Lackey person's mind somewhere and you get the end product of that kind of an era we got it 
yesterday it seems to me that the people of the United States Oh a little something to their president and 
does not to get over that that era and doesn't the sudden demonstration of that in this uniquely intimately 
shocking way doesn't it tend to make the politics and the partisanship which occupy so much of our energies 
fall into perspective in some way yes | think the answer is hope mmm it's all we got and mr. Neustadt said for 
a while there's one way it strikes me that perspective might get lost in the next few weeks or months whoever 
did this yesterday and whatever his reason was of course defeated his own end or completely than one can 
say just as brutus and cassius brought on the very dictatorship that they thought to hope to avoid by killing 
Julius Caesar assassination almost always Isis always does assassination usually brings the opposite result 
from what the assassin expected whatever they motive of this madman was and he must have been mad not 


to realize that his act would produce the opposite result whatever that motive was there will be a temptation 
on the part of the people in United States to hey not only him I'm using the word hate now or to deplore let's 
say that not only him but his fancied cause there's always the danger 
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fancied cause there's always the danger that we can get out of perspective about that whatever that was I'm 
not saying that know what it was having any idea what it was but there could be they could be vindictiveness 
they could be generative miss with respect to whatever idea was there which might be his help to get out of 
him and might might poison the political might poison the political no I'm speaking very generally you 
understand and you see after Lincoln's assassination booth shot certainly did not achieve what he wanted if 
he knew what he wanted he got the opposite that he got exactly the option exactly the opposite it's also true 
that in the United States at that time this oppositus was an aspect of a hysteria mm-hmm which | maybe 
could not have been controlled but | should like to think that if any such thing now is in the offing we all of us 
somehow can control it of course this is not an isolated event in American history | think it's one of the stains 
on our star-crossed history that among the great civilized nations of the world the assassination of the chief 
executive happens more often in this country than anywhere else now why is that are there strange and 
particular social and political forces that in some sort of historic process come into interplay at given 
moments that are larger than individuals yet somehow compel the passions and causes of a single assassin 
mr. Van Doren well single as the word there isn't it yes we've been talking about whether the president is a 
single man or is somehow representative is a representative of millions whether he is a man or an office and 
a session has no office he he 
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office and a session has no office he he was not called to do what he did except by some bad thing within 
himself and that is the unthinkable aspect of the whole thing how could I'm sure millions of people said this 
how could he have done it whoever he was what could have possessed him and the word possessed | 
suppose that justified there is something almost all but supernatural well you Know how many one always 
tries to note some some solace out of these dreadful events this isn't very solacing but nevertheless these 
events do serve a very useful purpose in a way in that they make us reflect upon ourselves and on that thing 
called the national character it's a terrible terrible temptation for Americans particularly people who get up 
and speak and in the public eye to be smug about being American gosh the way we talk to South America 
dodonpa you know the way we don't hesitate to lecture the Asians and it isn't just that this individual madman 
performed this act but there is perhaps in every civilized society in every sense any civilized society a great 
stratum of violence which is easily tapped and in America who knows this tradition of the Wild West or 
whatever with its television violence with its funny paper violence with its magazine violence there's lots of it 
lots of let's hope that while the country is so well United now that it could last just a small time longer than 
Monday well you know violence doesn't overcome overnight but the first step towards overcoming and it 
seems to me I'm aware not to make 
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and it seems to me I'm aware not to make believe it doesn't exist gentlemen thank you for joining us at this 
grave moment in American history and giving us your reflections not only on the actual event but reinforcing 
once again for us the continuing process of American democracy which is equipped to pass on from a 
tragedy such as we have had on to the continued business of American life in American government thank 
you very much at 3:30 9 p.m. Eastern Standard Time yesterday the machinery of our government conferred 
the unique powers and awesome responsibilities of the presidency upon Lyndon Baines Johnson thus less 
than two hours after President Kennedy died our former vice president was sworn into the nation's first office 
there is in the urgent necessity of this continuity of presidential power a reassurance that the government will 
function the nation Endor no matter how great the tragedy no matter how Grievous the shock upon his arrival 
in Washington yesterday shortly after taking the oath of office aboard the plane returning him from Dallas 


President Johnson asked for the help of his fellow citizens and for the help of God to face the days ahead the 
55 year old Texan is the first southerner to occupy the White House since Andrew Johnson succeeded 
Abraham Lincoln 98 years ago he is the second president of the United States to have been born in the 20th 
century second only to the 


01:02:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=XjIKieA71tA&t=3720s 





the 20th century second only to the younger man whom he succeeds Lyndon Baines Johnson was born on 
August 27th 1980 near Johnson City Texas population 611 Johnson city was founded by the president's 
grandfather on the occasion of the president's birth his grandfather is reported as having said this morning a 
senator was born of his forebears and of this Texas country the president has spoken often | was born down 
the road water about a half a mile one of my friends that jokingly observed the other day that I've gone a long 
way in the world | moved up the river about 400 yards this is the land | love and | come here as often as | can 
my great-grandfather came to the capital side of the Republic of Texas and after he'd served in the Arkansas 
legislature in the early forties and he was president of Baylor University and Civil War period he was Sam 
Houston's Baptist preacher in 1857 my grandpa Johnson came here in the late fifties so for more than a 
hundred years we've been living in these hills and we love them Lyndon Johnson's rise to the most powerful 
office in the world had these beginnings yeah | worked all my life as a little boy | shined shoes at the 
barbershop | was a printer's devil | ran off a weekly paper on Thursday afternoon the old Washington press | 
ain't it that's what I'm a Texas press when | that's the name of the press when | graduated from high school 
at 15 | wanted a job and there were not any jobs to be had around here in 1924 so | took the old 
philosophers advice harsh Breeland went west young man worked two years in California and the building is 
an elevator boy in San Bernardino and 
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an elevator boy in San Bernardino and finally wound up in the lawyer's office but | came back and mother 
talked me into going to college and during the period | was in college | taught her Latin American school 
down in South Texas and it gave me great satisfaction and | thought | wanted to be a teacher but when | 
finished college | went to Houston and taught a year and then a great opportunity my life came to me when 
congressman played Berg one of the owners the King Ranch asked me to go to Washington as his secretary 
in the Hoover administration 1931 and except for a brief period of 15 months I've been in Washington ever 
since 12 years in the house 12 years in the Senate five years there's a secretary without question senator 
Lyndon Johnson was the most adroit and politically effective majority leader in Senate history his astute 
maneuvering brought in the respect even of his avowed political opponents his explanation for these 
achievements in the biggest league in politics in the art of the possible as politics has been called is on the 
record | think the only thing that is calculated to appeal to members of the Senate is a presentation of the 
facts and the soundness of your logic nearly every senator that takes the oath of office is elected on a 
platform of doing what's right and your problem as leader is to convince him that the cause you represent is 
the right cause now they're not any favors that you can do for a senator that you remind him of there's no 
cajole reor flattery involved that doesn't feel to a man that's capable and worthy of representing one of the 
great states in the Union they're not schoolboys even though some of these fellows that write these things 
sometimes make them sound that way | 
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sometimes make them sound that way | would say that I try to follow the old Prophet Isaiah's advice come let 
us reason together and that course of action always appeals to reasonable men and most senators are 
reasonable Republicans sometimes a little more difficult for Democrats to reason with than the members of 
our own party but all of them are patriotic members of the Senate and they want to do what's best for their 
country and once they're convinced that the cost course of action that you present is for the best interest of 
America you will usually have a lopsided vote in your favor despite the respect and regard of fellow senators 
and congressmen Lyndon Johnson's political career seemed inevitably limited by the regionalism of 


American politics he's a southerner and southerners although they can and do wield great influence in the 
Congress stand little or no chance of attaining the presidency in our era they have however again because of 
the regional nature of our national politics been offered and one that largely ceremonial office the vice 
presidency since the beginning of this century our vice presidents from border states or southern states have 
included John Nance Garner harry s truman Alvin Berkeley and Lyndon Baines Johnson which is not to say 
that the southerners have not made spirited and skillful bids for the Democratic presidential nomination in 
1960 Lyndon Johnson was john f kennedy's vigorous opponent for the nomination [Music] but the nomination 
was not to be his 
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but the nomination was not to be his [Music] instead Johnson accepted Kennedy's offer that he run as the 
nominees choice for vice president as the next vice president of the united states lyndon b johnson [Music] 
my fellow Americans my fellow Democrats in all humility with the deepest gratitude | thank you for your 
action tonight and | congratulate you on your decision last night as an American as a Democrat as a warm 
good friend I'm proud to stand beside and stand behind the next president of the United States Jack 
Kennedy but what other than ceremony is the office of the vice president particularly to a man who for years 
had been the most powerful legislator in Congress he watched with frustration as 
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Congress he watched with frustration as the heavily Democratic 88th Congress was unable to enact 
President Kennedy's legislative program the Congress seemed incapable of action it seemed incapable of 
reasoning together in the Johnson manner the erstwhile mastermind of congressional politics was no longer 
in a position to get things done on Capitol Hill but he tried to get things done in the less familiar arena with 
himself in a less familiar role he became a spokesman for the administration for the president he served no 
single concern his closer to the heart or the mind of the man under whom | serve and by whose side I'm 
proud to stand the president of the United States of America John F Kennedy President Kennedy has 
dedicated himself and his administration to the task of fortifying the world's respect bar and the world's trust 
of our country and our cause but it is his belief that the foundation of this work must be laid at home men who 
seek the world's respect must keep their own self perspective nations which ask the trust of other nations 
must first and always trust themselves difficult and crying days lie ahead for you in those days difficult and 
trying decisions will fall upon the one man who bears the final responsibility for America's course our 
commander-in-chief the President of the 
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commander-in-chief the President of the United States as that responsibility if he is to be able to bring the 
strength of our country to bear against the broad Communist challenge the president must help flexibility he 
must have freedom of action he must be able to initiate action if the present is to be able to direct our course 
with the full effectiveness these times require he should have the full and unqualified support of the American 
people the course of courage and resolution will involve risk and sacrifice and money there may be 
temporary setbacks before there can be lasting success but the President must know that whatever is 
required the American people stand united firm and unwavering behind his decisions when they are as they 
will be prudent decisions of courage as Vice President Lyndon Johnson was not circumspect in expressing 
his views and the convictions and sentiments he expressed were not narrowly regional in a brief and moving 
speech at Gettysburg at the height of the recent civil rights dem in stray ssin he delivered a speech that 
surprised many the speech the eloquence of which has perhaps not yet been fully appreciated let those who 
care for their country come forward North and South white and Negro to lead the way through this great 
moment of challenge and decision the Negro says now others say never but the voice of responsible 
Americans the voice of those who died here and the great man who spoke hear their voices say together 
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who spoke hear their voices say together there is no other way until justice is blind to color until all education 
is unaware of race until opportunity is unconcerned with the color of men's skins emancipation will be a 
proclamation but emancipation will not be a fact to the extent that the proclamation of emancipation is not 
fulfilled in fact to that extent we shall have fallen short of assuring freedom to the free lyndon b johnson is our 
new president with a new president comes a new first family as always the president's family is a reflection of 
those qualities that bring men to the forefront of public life Lady Bird Johnson the president's life is a 
personage in her own right she's been closely associated with her husband's political career the Johnson 
daughters are named Lucy and Lynn the people who know that Johnson's best are the people who have 
lived with them through their lives they express for us their views of a neighbor and a new president | think it 
will be rank'd with the three or four or five that the historians call number one that is a private opinion you 
understand there is one other thing that | won't sure to say about him that convinces me that | am right in that 
that there's no question about it | think the smartest thing he ever did in his life was marrying Lady 
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ever did in his life was marrying Lady Bird she is a magnificent person in her own right and she is trained a 
lifetime at the same profession politics and | said one time over national hookup of just this sort that when he 
was serving in the Naval Air Force in the South Pacific for 18 months that his wife carried his office in 
Washington so perfectly that | doubted if any single individual in the 10th congressional district in Texas ever 
knew he was gone not very polite to him but it is accurate so far as his wife is concerned and those two 
together or one of course they have worked magnificently together and they will you feel the country is in 
good hands yes of course | do | just know nobody that I've known in my life that | have thought from the first 
time | ever met him that he was destined for the highest part and as long ago as 30 years my wife and | and 
knowing the two of them so well said he will be President the United States now that was impossible at that 
time it's been over a hundred years since a southerner has been nominated by either party for the 
presidency of the United States yet | had as great confidence as a man can have in looking into the future 
unless he has esoteric powers within himself that this man will be President of the United States someday it 
never occurred to me it would be this way of course our President Johnson was in the city when | | mean in 
the Senate | 
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the city when | | mean in the Senate | visited with him once or twice in Washington and each time he 
received me cordially on occasion when | visit it was time for the opening of the Senate but he had me to 
come on the floor of the Senate he introduced me to a committee that she was discussing problems with he 
induced me as the president of huston-tillotson College and one of his constituents down in Austin Texas 
indicative of the things I've learned is the ability of the President to get along with all people those within and 
without his and outside of his party for instance his ability to get along with Senator Taft when senator Taft 
was minority leader his ability to get along with senator Nolan when senator Nolan was not minority leader 
his ability to assist President Eisenhower when President Eisenhower had a majority of the other party in the 
Senate indicative of what sort of a president President Johnson will make is is his philosophy which he has 
stated many times he is a free man he is an American he is a United States Senator and he is a Democrat 
under present conditions that would be a free man an American president of the United States and a 
Democrat this type of philosophy indicates how he would treat both domestic and foreign affairs he was 
tremendously energetic he was a driving force as his keenness and his ability to get through to people in 
personal contact overshadowed the fact that he was not a polished orator or polished social personality but 
the thing that marks him now is the thing that marked him and his 
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now is the thing that marked him and his love for people and his understanding and his projection to people | 
assume that since 1941 you have had repeated contacts and repeated meetings with the president yes we 
get together when we have mutual interests and through the years these occasions have been more 


frequent not only in the relationship between a newspaper editor and a political leader but also the fact that 
our two families have come to know each other well and enjoy each other certainly the Johnsons are 
charming and delightful company and vibrant in their zest for life and mr. Johnson sets the place for that just 
like he sets the pace with whatever enterprise he happens to be hitting generally speaking do the Texas 
reporters like President Johnson as a news source well yes they find him fascinating mr. Johnson has said 
on numerous occasions that he doesn't quite understand newspaper reporter and I'm Frank to say that I've 
heard some reporters say they don't understand mr. Johnson but in spite of those aspects of it they find him 
tremendously interesting to watch and to report on and they certainly acknowledge that there's never been a 
man in Texas politics that had quite the vibrancy and magnetism and the general sense of being alive and on 
top of his job as he does the president has 
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job as he does the president has attempted said Davison is worshipped there on many occasions | believe 
that the most significant thing in this area that | myself can speak about is the fact that on one occasion when 
| tried to convince him that would be a good thing for him to become a member of some David's the Bishop 
of this diocese and myself went to call on him mr. pines and we talked about though | suppose what if | 
administer an hour and we could see that this was one man that did not want to make use of any religious 
activity in the effort to secure favor and votes for himself | felt that his religion was too deep for that and | 
admire him because of his attitude he didn't respond to the bishops requests nor the mind which indicated to 
me that he was a man of his own convictions and followed them out on several occasions has brought some 
very distinguished people into Austin remember on one occasion when president Abner visited Austin 
President Johnson was here we had a quite a large parade we were up on the reviewing stand and 
President Johnson was there with Adenauer he realized that this was congressman thorn his district so he 
asked congressman Thornberry to come and stand by Adenauer 
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Thornberry to come and stand by Adenauer and the president moved to the rear of the reviewing stand this 
gives you some idea of the type of person that he is in the graciousness and the closeness that he is to the 
people | seem to recall an incident with a camel driver yes he was here and visited it president's ranch home 
there and we were delighted to have him visit Austin also have you visited President Johnson yes we have 
your family yes well one occasion when we had some 29 delegates here representatives of the United 
Nations | remember the representative from Ceylon made quite a talk at the president's barbecue which he 
gave there he indicated then the bigness in the respect that the president has in the knowledge that he has 
of government and the fact that he has his finger on the pulse of the people and as well as the people abroad 
and the countries abroad | remember one campaign we had we were up North East Texas we made he had 
made 14 speeches that day and this is hard to do no matter how early you start 14 speeches and we had 
ended up at a big banquet and when we got to the hotel we found out we just had the one room and twin 
beds in it and | insisted that we get another room and needs to know this would be all right and | said no | 
can't the cold | know you snored and he said although that won't bother you and | made quite a first out of it 
but he just told me going get in bed and | just go to sleep and the wind was blowing and the shutters rattling 
and when | finally pulled in bed why he was already snoring and | tried to sleep and he got louder 
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and | tried to sleep and he got louder and | to roll over and he got louder and louder and finally | told myself 
out of bed and same thing perhaps | shouldn't and then | heard a big laugh deep within his own covers in 
there was the man who was in the senator now pred in the United States laughs and pulling a joke on me 
young man who was traveling with him to break the tension and to have a good life yester | guess to show 
how human perhaps we all must be at times and I've thought about that many times it's full and championing 
it in the course of the campaign he was then a full-fledged member of the FDR young guard that is correct 
and had many years of extremely close contacts with President Roosevelt do you feel that his political 


philosophy has changed any in the years since then well President Johnson has grown a great deal since 
then | | don't think that his philosophy has concerned because | think his philosophy has been deep interest 
in the people and a deep desire to serve them however one secret of the man's success is that he was one 
of those people who were born with a sixth sense who is able to know the hopes and fears and aspirations of 
the people | think many times before they know them themselves and as a leader he has been wise enough 
never to go off and leave the people and | think that's the deal the secret of his success what would you say 
is the strong point of President Johnson as a other character | think there's no question about that mr. Petrov 
President Johnson knows that in this free land of ours our strength is in our diversity and in our differences 
he does not want 
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and in our differences he does not want to eliminate differences and the diversity is which make up the full 
rich fabric of our country but he has the most remarkable ability of any man | have ever known to compose 
differences to find common ground to compromise differences in issues without compromising principle and | 
think that this hour when one gallant leader has fallen that our land is blessed to have another raised up by 
Providence who | think was born for this hour this hour of differences and suspicions and distrust in our land | 
think President Johnson was born to compose those differences and to cause us to join ranks in the common 
cause for freedom this is this was made for him when he was made for this time Lyndon Baines Johnson 55 
years old is today something more than a neighbor a well-liked politician a Texan as the new President of the 
United States he is concerned with more than the White House its prestige its powers he moves now into the 
glare and pressure of an office on which depends the lives the safety the freedom of us all the torch has 
been passed this is the CBS television network here is CBS News correspondent Robert trout good evening 
this has been a day of official mourning the members of the dead president's official family the familiar faces 
from the other branches 
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familiar faces from the other branches of government the representatives of foreign governments making the 
short quick walk across the carpet of the vast East Room of the White House passed the coffin beneath the 
flag passed the candles and the flowers the guard of honor and the praying priests later will come the 
mourners who are not official as the lights were coming on in Washington tonight President Johnson 
proclaimed a day of mourning for everyone in this statement at the White House full of the United States 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy 35th President of the United States has been taken from us by an act which 
outrages decent men everywhere he upheld the faith of our fathers which is freedoms for all men he 
broadened the frontiers of that paper and he backed it with the energy and the courage which are the mark 
of the nation that he lived a man of wisdom strength and peace he molded and moved the power of our 
nation in the service of a world of growing liberty and order all who love freedom will mourn his death as he 
did not strength from his responsibilities but welcomed them so he would have us not strength from carrying 
on his work beyond this hour of national tragedy he said it himself the energy the faith the devotion which we 
bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it and the glow from that fire can truly light the 
world now therefore i at lyndon b johnson president of the united states of america do appoint monday next 





states of america do appoint monday next november twenty five the day of the funeral service of president 
kennedy to be a national day of mourning throughout the united states | earnestly recommend the people to 
assemble on that day in their respective places of divine worship there to bow down in submission to the will 
of Almighty God and to pay their homage of love and reverence to the memory of a great and good man | 
invite the people of the world who share our grief to join us in this day of mourning and rededication in 
witness whereof | have hereunto set my hand and cause the seal of the United States of America to be 
affixed done at the city of Washington this the twenty-third day of November in the year of our Lord 1963 and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the 188 the rain that soaked the White House lawn 


today added its grayness to the solemnity and the grief the black draperies the hushed voices the stiff figures 
and uniforms the day long line of slowly moving limousines this was the White House that Washington and 
the world had not seen since the April day that Franklin Roosevelt died on a rainy Saturday in November this 
is how the White House looked on the last day that John Fitzgerald Kennedy would be there a former 
Republican President Dwight Eisenhower led the day-long parade of dignitaries entering the North Portico of 
the White House to view mr. Kennedy's coffin the nation's 34th President was 
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coffin the nation's 34th President was met on the portico by sergeant Shriver brother-in-law the late 
President Kennedy the 36th President Lyndon Johnson received General Eisenhower inside later they spent 
15 minutes conferring on world affairs under the weeping skies the Chief Justice of the United States Earl 
Warren was the next dignitary by protocol to enter after him through the day came presidential appointees 
governor senators and congressmen friends and foes of mr. Kennedy in life joined in sorrow and in mid- 
afternoon shortly after his arrival in Washington the nation's 33rd President Harry Truman come to pay his 
respects Truman who said on his accession to the presidency It was as if the whole weight of the Moon in 
the Stars fell on me this is what the dignitaries saw in the East Room of the White House the casket closed 
draped in an American flag two priests in constant attendance offering up prayers for the late mr. Kennedy's 
soul an honor guard from the services always present at the Capitol preparations for the public to view the 
casket tomorrow the historic Lincoln catapult being erected in the Capitol Rotunda where the body will lie in 
state tomorrow afternoon and Monday morning the coffin will be borne by caisson with muffled drums to the 
Capitol and there in the rotunda the stone faces of two other mark we'll look down on a nation's grief 
President Garfield who were shot down in 1881 and President Lincoln assassinated by John Wilkes Booth in 
1865 now a new victim of the assassin's bullets to rest briefly under the Capitol dome the funeral takes place 
Monday afternoon at st. Matthew's Cathedral word on the burial plans now from the White House CBS News 
correspondent Paul Niven reporting President Kennedy is to be buried after his funeral on Monday at 
Arlington National Cemetery that 
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Arlington National Cemetery that cemetery is of course open to all ex-servicemen however the only previous 
president to be buried there is William Howard Taft | asked new secretary Salinger whether President 
Kennedy had ever expressed the wish that he be interred at Arlington Salinger apparently did not no he 
replied at any rate it is the wish of the family he did not know either whether Caroline and John Kennedy jr. 
would accompany their mother and their father's remains in any of the solemn processions from the White 
House to the Capitol tomorrow and then from the Capitol to the church and from the church to Arlington and 
then tonight to the list of foreign dignitaries expected here are King Baudouin of Belgium crown prince 
Beatrix of the Netherlands Crown Prince Akihito and premier akkada of Japan and the news premier of 
South Vietnam and going on not tow on Tuesday President Johnson will meet some of the overseas visitors 
including presumably British prime minister Sir Alec douglas-home and French president Charles to go on 
Wednesday mr. Johnston will address a joint session of Congress meanwhile John Fitzgerald Kennedy and 
death spends his last night in the White House the Washington star a newspaper not notably sympathetic to 
mr. Kennedy politically said of him today he taught he walked like a prince and he talked like a scholar now 
back to Robert crowd in New York here in New York and who nearly became nation's 35th president this 
afternoon spoke of the man who did this is what Richard Nixon said gentlemen | have a brief statement to 
make and of the nature of the statement | would appreciate it if we would not go into any other questions at 
this time president kennedy yesterday wrote the final and greatest chapter and his profiles of courage the 
day millions of people throughout the world are trying to find words adequate to express their 
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to find words adequate to express their grief and their sympathy to his family the greatest tribute we could all 
pay to his memory would be in our everyday lives to do everything we possibly can to reduce the hatred that 
drives men to such terrible deeds a bitter political opponent of John Kennedy's in life Alabama's Governor 
George Wallace flew to Washington to pay his respects to the president who was dead say that I'm sure that 
| speak for all the people of Alabama when | say that we have deeply grieved and saddened by this taking of 
the life of the President the United States this has been truly an attack on the American system and on the 
American people and it's truly a sad day and we in Alabama are grieving about the law so the president the 
United States as a southerner | imagine you're proud to see fellow southerner now take the reins of well | do 
not want to mention anything about politics because this matter transcends all political considerations at this 
time and all | can Say it it's a sad day the spoke of the event a blow so sudden so unexpected spread its 
waves round the globe it ignored all boundaries and it shook the world's leaders and their peoples it brought 
forth broken words in strange tongues and statements of melancholy eloquence these are some of the things 
that some of the statesmen said first Sir Alec douglas-home of Great Britain in his presidency he left an 
indelible mark on his country and on the world and for us in Britain his loss is a deep and a said because he 
was the most loyal and faithful of alive on the Adriatic in Yugoslavia here is marshal Tito | have 
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in Rome at the Vatican here for Paul text we're sorry lost the stand on those statements but the exploit news 
of the kid circled the world respecting neither pickle point of bill nor the time of day from Paris now this report 
from Lane Mattel there is still an atmosphere of disbelief in Paris somehow news like this cannot be 
absorbed or understood all at once it all happened too suddenly nevertheless there are a few Frenchmen 
today who do not know about the death of President Kennedy and who do not deeply mourn his passing the 
French heard about the assassination early in the evening over their radio and television sets and through 
their newspapers Paris first editions were sold out almost as soon as they came off the presses without 
exception they eulogized the president the young chief of the strongest democracy in the world the headline 
in Polish or reading a great friend is dead the French Senate interrupted a debate on the budget and stood 
while its president recited a eulogy then the Senate adjourned until Monday as a sign of mourning the flag at 
the American Embassy in Paris flies at half-mast today as do all flags on similar American buildings abroad 
from the 
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American buildings abroad from the Elysee Palace President Charles de Gaulle declared that President 
Kennedy died like a soldier under fire for his duty and in the service of his country and the goal added in the 
name of the French people a friend always of the American people | salute this great example and this great 
memory it will take time much more time before Americans in Paris and the French themselves grow 
accustomed to the tragic news from Dallas this is Blaine little in Paris in Dallas the police continued to 
reconstruct the facts studying evidence listening to accounts of the movements of the prime suspect Lee 
Harvey Oswald who went through a day of interrogation as state federal and local officials built their case 
against him we switched to Dan Rather in Dallas jail in Dallas it's located a short distance from the city jail 
where Lee Oswald is now this county jail is the likely next stop the man accused of being the assassin of 
President Kennedy Oswald has been at the city jail since his arrest yesterday in connection with the shooting 
death of President Kennedy once police are finished questioning him at least finished with their initial 
interrogation Ottowa we will be transferred from the city jail to here outside in front of the county jail crowds 
have gathered all day long the crowds have been here to see the wreath was placed in the small park just a 
few yards from where President Kennedy was shot they came to see the exact spot in the street where the 
fatal bullet hit President Kennedy and to look at the 
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President Kennedy and to look at the building the Texas schoolbook depository from which the assassin's 
bullet came will it came from a window one-story below the top story the corner window and after seeing the 
spot in the building in the window the crowd has turned their attention back to the jailhouse hoping for a 
glimpse of a man accused of firing the shot this is dan Rather in the county jail at Dallas Texans accused but 
so far Lee Oswald has admitted 16 Russians of entering this country is part of a Soviet American scientific 
exchange program they were in Chicago today where they heard the news the anguish and the impact 
there's is perhaps an indication of what the long-range Soviet reaction may be response Lee talked to them 
today with us here today are two representative a group of Soviet tourists now visiting the United States 
including leaders in the field of culture and public life mrs. tomorrow mametova is former cultural attache in 
Washington and is presently secretary-general of the Institute of soviet-american relations in Moscow 
professor Nikolai must've it's as a historian the Institute of world economics and international affairs of the 
Soviet Academy of Sciences and a member of the board of the Soviet American Institute mrs. mametova has 
a statement she is going to read on behalf of the group of tourists with respect to the death of President 
Kennedy | would like to convey to the American people that we have been deeply shocked by the 
assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy this murders bullet has cut off the life of a man who will 
enter history as one of the 
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man who will enter history as one of the great American presidents activity of President Kennedy has 
influenced favorably the development of international relations during this time of his presidency they came 
about the turn for the better in the relations between our two people between the United States and the 
Soviet Union the man was accused of killing President Kennedy apparently has a pro-russian procom unist 
and Pro Cuban background do you think there's threatens to impair relations between the United States and 
Russia machinery city services receiving machine yet machine new tilt again we use mystical skill Yugi not 
only myself but also via people whose genéve dosto are deeply convinced that will that maniac attested that 
generate and manage to repeat Naruto who had a president a Kennedy cut off the life of President YouTube 
show enemy has nothing Easter dinner Adam where the Soviet people in school by the Cuba eruptions 
communists or at all the communism present some swung swiftly into action on this his first full day in office 
his first task to work for unity Marvin Kalb reports from Washington President chipton could not and did not 
waste time and breathing his own brand of executive fire into the machinery of American government stall 
but not stopped yesterday by the assassination of President Kennedy it was up at dawn after very little sleep 
and in the White House by 8:45 to pay his personal respects to mrs. Kennedy by 9:30 he received his first 
formal foreign policy briefing from his Secretary of State Dean Rusk just back from the Pacific the president 
told Rusk 
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from the Pacific the president told Rusk and defense secretary McNamara an hour later that he intends to 
pursue President Kennedy's foreign and defense policies presumably this word has already been relayed to 
our major allies Russ gave him a rundown on major trouble spots around the world the president after 
leading a long line of official mourners passed the coffin of the late president mr. Kennedy plunged into a 
round of urgent conferences he talked briefly with former presidents Eisenhower and Truman with his CIA 
chief John McCone and with close advisers on the phone with a score of officials including J Edgar Hoover 
on the progress of the interrogation of Lee Oswald the man charged with mr. Kennedy's assassination he 
opened his first major cabinet session it included the Attorney General Robert Kennedy with a minute and 
prayer and then asked for its help secretary Rusk an UN Ambassador Adlai Stevenson pledged the cabinet's 
full support said all members would serve mr. Johnson as long as they were needed the president received 
two pledges of support from labor and business he also conferred with top congressional leaders and 
decided as you heard to address a joint session of Congress on Wednesday his address is expected to hit 
one major point that the nation must now unite in a moment of great national tragedy this is Marvin Kalb in 
Washington among the many sins raised by the assassination is this what will happen to the Kennedy 
legislative program the strong civil rights bill he sought and the income tax reductions among others CBS 


News correspondent Roger Mudd reports on the Congress and it's changing plans before the President 
Kennedy hope had been abandoned for passage this year of either the tax or the civil rights bill when this 
became clear congressional leaders were able to agree tentatively Journal December 15th for Christmas and 
then returned to begin the second session of the 88th Congress on January 3rd but now the schedule has 
been upset and the Congress probably will not come back until January 10th or 12th such a 
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back until January 10th or 12th such a break almost a month would give President Johnson time without the 
pressure of a watchful Congress to organize himself his staff and to prepare his first State of the Union 
message this does not mean that the new president will permit the Congress to scatter for Christmas without 
first presenting himself to it and thus he will do it a joint session on Wednesday but it does mean that 
between now and December 15th the Congress will be able to transact little more than routine business 
however the new president will face one crucial test of his Fable legislative acumen before adjournment it is 
a vote on the month bill preventing government agencies from guaranteeing private bank loan for wheat 
sales to the Soviet bloc until yesterday it had been generally a party issue it may or may not remain one this 
is Roger mod in Washington tilaka John Fitzgerald made a was a deed that swept other events out of mind 
but let's take a moment now to report other news novelist Aldous Huxley died last night in Hollywood at 69 
victim of cancer a member of the eminent British family of Letters and Sciences Aldous Huxley wrote more 
than 20 books the best known of which was brave new world a disaster of major proportions struck early 
today in the little town of Fitch ville in Ohio and CBS newsman Russ Benchley has that story on any other 
lines and it they could have stepped in the nation the worst fire disaster in this country in five years sixty-four 
elderly men and women dead in the ruins of a nursing home but it came on a day when the national capacity 
for shock and sadness had been extended nearly to the limit and the story took second place except for 
those who were there are those whose parents and loved ones were counted among the victims are those 
who arrived in time to see what it looked like they found their capacity for shock was considerably enlarged 
the Golden Age 
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was considerably enlarged the Golden Age nursing home eight miles from Norwalk Ohio contained almost 
90 persons when the fire began early today 64 could not escape in time the death toll was the greatest in this 
country since the chicago school fire tragedy in 1958 italy's premier designate Oldham today announced 
agreement on the two issues that were blocking the formation of a new center left government agriculture 
and foreign policy the left-wing socialist leader Pietro many had been hesitant about Italy's commitment to a 
NATO nuclear force seemingly this agreement opens the way for the nanny socialists to join in a coalition 
government for the first time in 16 years mauro who you know leads the christian democrats of italy will head 
a government made up of his own and three other political parties earlier this week an austrian named karl 
silver bauer was found in vienna and identified as the Gestapo agent who is responsible for the arrest 19 
years ago of anne frank whose diary has since become a symbol of the nazi persecution of jews CBS News 
correspondent Daniel Schorr went to Amsterdam to discuss the latest turn in the Frank case with dr. luis de 
young the director of the Netherlands Institute for War documentary their conversation brought out the way 
the discovery of silver bar came about doctor the only organization that you direct has a rather mild name of 
Netherlands Institute for war documentation but has been engaged in a pretty grim task of looking for Nazi 
persecutors can you tell us a bit about that work mr. Shah we are historians and as such we have assembled 
a great amount of documentary material in Amsterdam and we are only too willing to help people in this 
country and in other countries to track down war criminals and bring them to trial to your mind was this 
superpower simply doing his duty with no moral blame attaching to him well | 
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moral blame attaching to him well | suppose that nobody forced him to become a member of the SS or to 
take up this particular assignment in hunting Jews in town becomes to them moreover | think it should be 
kept in mind that most of these people apart from the fact that they received a decent salary and of course 
that they were not being sent to the Russian front received extra pay for every Jew they found in hiding in 
Amsterdam I've got the document here which proves that people of this nature were paid 750 Dutch guilders 
that means about two dollars for every Jew they found so he may well have touched an extra $2 for 
something on a franc arrested thousand dollars for the whole family and 16 dollars for the whole family now 
superpower got his information that the Franks were hiding in this little house from someone so he has said 
what's happened to the Dutch person who denounced the friends | believe that the name of this Dutch 
Informer who was an employee of the firm that had been set up by father Frank is known now to the Dutch 
police authorities and | am hoping | am expecting that he will be arrested pretty soon when you consider this 
simply small fry after all assignment in 1934 and still a sergeant what do you think is the importance of man 
named silver dollar well mister schorr five to six million Jews have been killed in Europe during the war and 
on a franc has become a symbol there have been tens of thousands of people who had a full time job in 
rounding up these people shipping them to places like Auschwitz and now this mr. Sylver Bauer who was a 
sergeant SS - 
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mr. Sylver Bauer who was a sergeant SS - our Fuhrer has become a symbol - thank you dr. young earlier on 
this program we saw Pope Paul making his statement on the president's death now another report from 
Vatican City this one on the ecumenical council and the proposal before it to have the Catholic Church 
absolve the Jews from the blame of the death of Christ a proposal that many Arabs oppose we call on Rome 
now and CBS News correspondent Winston Verdun two of the major proposals now before the Vatican 
Council appear today to be in danger of being shelved indefinitely the two proposals are those on Jews and 
religious liberty both form chapters and a larger draft decree on Christian unity and on both there is very 
strong feeling foreign against among the bishops at the console the entire decree with its - disputed sections 
was prepared and presented to the council by the special Secretariat for promoting Christian unity members 
of the Secretariat admit today that the Declaration on Jews may be shelved although they insist that there's 
no danger of its being scuttled the declaration absolves the Jews of all blame for the crucifixion of Christ and 
says that all humanity was responsible for that crime none of the bishops of the console has objected to the 
contents of this statement but several have argued that it is out of place in a decree devoted to the problem 
of Christian unity if the Jews are mentioned they have said why is there no word about the Moslems the 
strongest resistance come from the bishops and patriarchs of the oriental Catholic churches in the Middle 
East their argument is that a favourable statement on the Jews could be misinterpreted by the Arabs in the 
Middle Eastern countries and so could damage the position of the Christian minorities who live there 
because of the resistance the council leadership has now decided to hold a special vote on the two disputed 
proposals the bishops will be asked whether they want to keep 





will be asked whether they want to keep these proposals as parts of the decree on Christian unity or lift them 
out put them aside and handle them as separate items at some future time the great majority of the 
American bishops here supports both proposals and wants to be bait them now an adopted lei would be very 
disappointed if they were to be sidetracked more or less indefinitely in some council quarters it is feared that 
if the Declaration on Jews should now be shelved it might never get back to the floor of the council again this 
is Winston for dead in Rome here in New York the New York and American Stock Exchange's say they will 
remain closed on Monday because of the president's funeral the American exchange said that it will reopen 
at its regular time on Tuesday but a spokesman for the New York Stock Exchange said Tuesday is a 
business day we will be open on a business day unless there is a further announcement this is as far as the 
presidential story has gone on this Saturday evening the body of the late president lies in the East Room of 
the White House he will be buried at the National Cemetery in Arlington Monday is a day of mourning 
throughout the nation proclaimed by President Johnson the police in Dallas say they are positive that Lee 


Oswald is the man who murdered the president but he has presumably not confessed he was the youngest 
president in appearance words and inaction the farthest removed from the end of life his sudden death made 
everyone suddenly feel more vulnerable later that will come the time to pick up again at normal pace the 
complex pulse of the nation that is now slowed later for now is still the time of mourning CBS television will 
continue to present its schedule of special programs including tonight a concert for the Philadelphia 
Orchestra with Eugene Ormandy this is Robert row in New York this has been a special report from CBS 
News continuing our schedule of special programs throughout the day and night mrs. Kennedy also told us 
that she came early | had her son because the late 
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early | had her son because the late president's father ambassador Joseph Kennedy did not yet know of the 
death of his son the president and that she wanted to be home when he was told former president's younger 
brother Senator Edwin Ted Kennedy and mrs. Eunice Shriver they turn either to the left nor the right as they 
enter the church for President Johnson this is the day spent in and between offices he arrived at the White 
House at 9:00 went to his predecessors office to confer with Robert Kennedy and then downstairs to the 
Situation Room for the world briefing that he will receive every morning that he is president and he crossed 
executive Avenue to his old office at 11:08 am president and mrs. Johnson left the executive office building 
and returned to the White House the president had just spent half an hour with Secretary of State Rusk and 
three quarters of an hour with Defense Secretary Robert McNamara he had also seen our ambassador to 
Finland Carl Roland and Deputy Peace Corps director William Moyers perhaps to talk about jobs with the 
presidential couple now came the top leadership of both parties in Congress among them House Speaker 
McCormack now next in line for that job the man holding the umbrella over the president and mrs. Johnson is 
a Secret Service agent reporters learn the suggest of President Johnson's messages to secretary Rusk and 
McNamara is this the United States will continue to follow the basic lines of foreign policy laid down by 
President Kennedy and as if driving that point home President Johnson ordered our ambassadors and 
Chiefs of diplomatic missions not even to bother sending in the letters of resignation that are 
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the letters of resignation that are customary when the presidency changes hands but the new president 
could not devote all his time to governing in the White House his predecessor lay in repose and guests were 
coming to mourn George Herman reports our President Eisenhower moves out of its parking space moves 
up toward the North Portico the other cars move up to form ranks behind it President Eisenhower's car 
moves under the North Portico into position there you see it as it pulls up to the front to the North Portico 
where the guard of honor is standing ready to open the door on our guard and the doorkeeper of the White 
House opened the door President Eisenhower steps out with him is Everett Dirksen Senate Republican 
leader mr. Eisenhower moves up the steps he passes the moment to greet past and greeted ambassador 
Andrew Biddle Duke the chief of protocol who follows him into the White House and former President 
Eisenhower has moved into the White House to greet President Johnson and to move into the East Room to 
pay his final respects to the late President Kennedy the second car moves up to the portico into position | 
wasn't able to see it | believe this may be the car of the chief justice we'll see in just a moment there's the 
Chief Justice of the United States mr. Earl Warren and mrs. Warren the Chief Justice of the United States 
and mrs. Earl Warren 
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not everyone has chosen to drive his car through the rain up to the north for Tico some of the presidential 
appointees members of President Kennedy's official family have chosen to leave their cars and walk up the 
driveway now the procession of official cars begins to move presumably now President Eisenhower and 
President Johnson have had their moment alone with the casket of President Kennedy and now the steady 
parade of officials of the government will go forward for at least an hour general Maxwell Taylor and mrs. 
Taylor entering the White House Assistant Secretary of the Navy and mrs. Ken Baloo this looks like general 


Curtis LeMay general Shoop of the Marines this is Robert Pierpoint at the White House where President 
Truman has arrived now he is in a black limousine that is slowly approaching the North Portico of the White 
House and he should be coming out of his car as soon as it pulls up he 
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out of his car as soon as it pulls up he was flown in by Special Air Force plane from Kansas City and was 
met at the airport | believe that is former precarious former president showing the grief and shock on his face 
as he goes up the steps of his old home to meet and say farewell to an old friend that's 6:30 this evening the 
staff those who have worked in the White House there is governor rockefeller of New York and mrs. 
rockefeller to his right a man who would hope to run against President Kennedy for the presidency next year 
now going in to say goodbye at 7:00 this evening the White House has invited all of the reporters and 
photographers who follow the President and feuded with him and admired him those of us that are called the 
White House press to come in and say our final farewells there is former President Truman again he's been 
inside said goodbye now he appears to be walking over toward the East Wing of the West Wing of the 
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the East Wing of the West Wing of the White House the old working quarters oh | see to his car yeah this is a 
White House car he was flown to Washington by the Air Force the former president was so stunned by the 
assassination of his friend and successor President Kennedy that for hours he did not have any real 
comment or statement to make and could hardly make a decision about when to come to Washington but he 
did fly in arrived just about 40 minutes ago and | would say was inside the White House about 15 minutes 
and now | can see from here the flag flying at half-mast above the White House frequently that flag flies at 
half-mast four deaths of political or government leaders but this is the first time in many years and it's flown 
at half-mast on an occasion like this the funeral mass for President Kennedy will be held on Monday the kind 
of feeling that the world had about the president is indicated by the people who will be there Prince Philip of 
England representing his wife the Queen Queen Frederica of Greece Sir Alexander Douglas Hume the 
British prime minister Chancellor Ludwig Erhard of Germany the premier designate of Italy the Vice President 
of Spain especially touchingly President Charles de Gaulle of France is coming he is an old man who knows 
the proper response to great and tragic events and he will be at the funeral inevitably there was major 
interest in how the communist nations would react to our tragedy so far as could be seen 
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our tragedy so far as could be seen there was real sympathy and shock in Russia Nikita Khrushchev went 
personally to the American Embassy in Moscow to tell our ambassador for a cooler how sorry he was in 
terms of stick protocol this was more than required and it seems likely that Khrushchev was genuinely 
shocked and sorry in a way he and John Kennedy had been through a lot together in the last three years 
Anna Stas McCoy yan the deputy premier will be in Washington for the funeral John Kennedy was the first 
Catholic president of the United States and as his election brought a special sense of joy to Catholics his 
death brought a special sadness Pope Paul the sixth said his Mass today for the President and read a 
message of sympathy in English we are deeply shocked by the news of the killing of depression of the 
United States of America John Fitzgerald Kennedy and the serious wounding of Governor Connally and we 
are profoundly saddened by Superstar by the morning which afflicts a great civilized country in its head by 
the suffering which strikes of mrs. Kennedy and children and the family with all our heart we deplore this una 
theorem we expressly often wish that the birth of this great statesman may not damage the cause of the 
American people further rather famous its moral and silly sentiments and strengthen its feelings of nobility 
and Concord and we pray to God that the sacrifice of John Kennedy may be made to favor because if 
remoted 


02:12:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjIKieA71tA&t=7922s 





may be made to favor because if remoted and to help defend the freedom of people's and peace in the world 
he was the first Catholic president of the United States we | call our pleasure in seeing its visit | mean having 
discerned in him great wisdom in high resolution for the good of humanity tomorrow we shall offer the Holy 
Sacrifice of the mass that God may grant him it has no rest that he may comfort and control all those who 
weep for him in his death and in order it's not crystal low among all mankind Great Britain's new Prime 
Minister Sir Alexander Douglas you mcc's pressed the feelings of our most closely associated of allies and 
friends in three short years of his presidency he left an indelible mark on his country and on the world and for 
us in Britain his loss is a deep and a sad one because he was the most loyal and faithful of alive tonight | fear 
there is no comfort so that | can bring to the American people no indeed to ourselves no indeed to men 
anywhere who care for tolerance and liberty and justice and peace unless it be this that this dreadful deed 
should shock us all to dedicate ourselves anew to those things which he liked which he loved and for 
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which he liked which he loved and for which he worked during his life last spring John Kennedy went to 
Berlin and said | am A Berliner he has a special place in the memory of West Berlin's mayor Villa Brandt 
Berliners know that they have lost their best and strongest friend here in this city we are mourning together 
with his widow with his children his parents brothers and sisters and with the whole American people if 
Britain and Berlin had special relationships to John Kennedy so did France from Paris CBS News 
correspondent Wayne littell reports on how the news hit fair there is still an atmosphere of disbelief in Paris 
somehow news like this cannot be absorbed or understood all at once it all happened too suddenly 
nevertheless there are a few Frenchmen today who do not know about the death of President Kennedy and 
who do not deeply mourn his passing the French heard about the assassination early in the evening over 
their radio and television sets and through their newspapers Paris first editions were sold out almost as soon 
as they came off the presses without exception they eulogized the president the young chief of the strongest 
democracy in the world the headline in Pauly Shore reading a great friend is dead the French Senate 
interrupted a debate on the budget and stood while its president recited a eulogy then the Senate adjourned 
until Monday as a sign of mourning the flag at the American Embassy in Paris flies at half-mast today as do 
all flags on similar American buildings abroad from 
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similar American buildings abroad from the Elysee Palace President Charles de Gaulle declared that 
President Kennedy died like a soldier under fire for his duty and in the service of his country and the goal 
added in the name of the French people a friend always of the American people | salute this great example 
and this great memory it will take time much more time before Americans in Paris and the French 
themselves grow accustomed to the tragic news from Dallas this is Blaine littell in Paris in the city where it all 
began a day and a half ago this day of mourning was also a day of frantic activity at its centre a man named 
Lee Harvey Oswald ex-marine defector to Russia in 1959 returning to America in 1962 local chairman of a 
fair play for Cuba committee and suspect Dan Rather reports these are the latest developments concerning 
Lee Oswald the man accused of assassinating President Kennedy Dallas Police Chief Jesse curry came out 
just a few moments ago to tell us that unless there is something extra special Dallas police are finished with 
their interrogation of Oswald for this evening he indicated that Oswald transferred from the Dallas City Jail 
where he has been since his arrest yesterday afternoon to the Dallas County Jail probably sometime 
tomorrow morning a little bit earlier chief curry also came out and said that the FBI had informed him than 
handwriting on the letter which altered the gun which police believe was used to assassinate President 
Kennedy that handwriting according to chief curry operating on the information the FBI matches the 
handwriting of the charged man Lee Oswald chief curry also says that police have in their possession a 
picture of curry in which he has a pistol in one hand and he is 
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he has a pistol in one hand and he is leaning against a rifle which chief curry says appears to be the same 
kind of rifle possibly the exact same rifle that police consider the murder weapon Oswald has been under 
questioning most of today as he was yesterday afternoon and much of last evening he still denies any 
connection with the assassination of the president he still says that he feels his civil liberties have been 
violated and in connection with that a representative of the Dallas Bar Association H Louis Nichols came to 
the city jail this evening had a short conference with Agua he offered the services of the Bar Association to 
as well if needed oz will refer to be told representative of the Dallas Bar that he would like to have John apt 
the New York Attorney of whom he has spoken before an attorney who in the past has defended several 
persons identified with leftist causes AHS will said that if he couldn't get out he would prefer some other in 
New York or East Coast lawyer and that if he was not able to get to anyone from that section of the country 
he would possibly call on the Dallas Bar Lee Oswald still maintains he is not guilty he is likely to be 
transferred to the Dallas County Jail tomorrow morning this is named rather in Dallas Texas it is now mid 
evening in Washington and for the picture there in the hours of this day of mourning we switched to 
correspondent Paul Niven today when President Johnson they held his first meeting with his inherited 
cabinet members and other officials he asked them to stay with him they said they would give him the 
background of catastrophe these undertakings were no doubt given in good faith but no president retains an 
administration intact for very long there will be changes at the cabinet level and all the other levels within the 
range of presidential appointment gradually is the Kennedy men go back to their businesses and their 
campuses and the Johnson men arrived Washington is going to change every administration has its peculiar 
characteristics its flavor its style but the men of the new frontier were a breed apart they were 
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frontier were a breed apart they were less doctrinaire than Roosevelt's men less political in a my party door 
died sense than Truman's men less homogeneous Lee business oriented the niacin our is men they were 
enormous ly diverse in their backgrounds but they shared a high level of intelligence they loved to play and 
their much publicized social life antagonized some endeared them to others but they also worked very hard 
whether you like them or not or agreed with them or not they brought to the public life of this country equality 
this had not often in its history it may be strange to speak of these men as if they had already left in fact they 
are all still here of each of them seeking to conceal his grief over the old President as he enters the service 
of the new some of these men will undoubtedly stay for months or even years but others are mentally 
packing their bags consciously or unconsciously already they came to Washington usually some sacrifice to 
themselves out of inspiration and affection for one man now John Kennedy is gone the idea the mystique the 
style are going and in time the men will go to this is not to say that President Johnson will not have men of 
ability and dedication at his disposal every president does but we will not soon see again a group of men like 
those of the new frontier this is Paulin even at the to sum up the situation as we conclude the first half of this 
report President Kennedy will be buried Monday at Arlington National Cemetery the sooner all will be 
attended by Prince Philip and prime minister Hume of Great Britain president de Gaulle of France Chancellor 
Erhard of West Germany Prime Minister Pearson of Canada un secretary-general etat and other world 
leaders leaders President Lyndon Johnson has proclaimed Monday a day of national mourning for the late 
president government offices and many private activities will be closed on Wednesday 


02:22:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=XjIKieA71tA&t=8520s 





activities will be closed on Wednesday President Johnson will address a joint session of Congress today he 
received pledges of support from spokesmen for American business and organized labor Dallas police say 
they can prove Lee Oswald was President Kennedy's assassin Oswald denies it we are going to break this 
report now for a memorial concert by the Philadelphia Orchestra I'm Harry Reasoner we'll be back in one 
hour and 20 minutes this has been a CBS News special report a day to mourn this is the CBS television 
network this is a CBS News special reports a day to mourn here is Harry Reasoner good evening this is the 
latest news on this day of mourning for President John F Kennedy Dallas police now claimed to have an 
airtight case against the man accused of the assassination Lee H Oswald the Moscow press says that right- 
wingers are trying to implicate communists in the deed later in this program we will go to Dallas for the story 


premiere hi Otto akkada of Japan has added his name to the list of international dignitaries who will attend 
President Kennedy's funeral on Monday that list now includes president de Gaulle of France Chancellor 
Erhard of West Germany Prime Minister Hume and Prince Philip of Britain and UN Secretary General who 
thought Fidel Castro tonight expressed disapproval of the assassination he said that one result might be an 
even worse American policy toward Cuba President Kennedy will be buried at Arlington National Cemetery 
President Johnson has ended his day at the White House he left about an hour and a half ago Paul Niven is 
still at the White House and we switched now for his report the news lid went on here tonight in other words 
news secretary Pierre Salinger and his staff ceased to be available long before President Johnson finished 
his work and went home 
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Johnson finished his work and went home this was unusual on the first full day of a new administration but to 
work reasons for it the White House officials are dog-tired many of them stayed up all night with President 
Kennedy in Dallas night before last and up all night with his body last night tonight many of them will be up all 
night working on the funeral and interment arrangements not to mention the complicated and important 
scheduled activities of the new president here is the situation as it stands tonight President Kennedy and 
death is spending his last night here at the White House tomorrow the coffin will be taken at 1:00 p.m. and 
the solemn procession down Pennsylvania Avenue to the Capitol escorted by members of the family 
President Johnson the Joint Chiefs of Staff and others the coffin will lie in state in the central rotunda on 
Monday it will be taken to st. Matthew's Cathedral for the funeral mass with archbishop the cushing of boston 
officiating and then interment will take place not in boston as most people have expected but in Arlington 
National Cemetery Salinger announced tonight that this is the wish of the Kennedy family the Arlington 
Cemetery which mr. Kennedy visited in life only last week on Veterans Day is open of course to any veteran 
high or humble oddly however only one previous president is interred there William Howard Taft it is not yet 
known to what extent mr. Kennedy's two young children will participate in the solemn of rituals of the next 
few days it is known that the late president's mother will be here but not his father we have a great and 
growing list of foreign dignitaries will be on hand and we learned tonight that some of them will meet with mr. 
Johnson the most noteworthy foreign visitor given the diplomatic background will be French president 
Charles de Gaulle the White House has been jammed all day with visitors and reporters tonight it is 
comparatively empty and lonely the loneliest rooms are the East Room tonight President Kennedy's room 
and 
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tonight President Kennedy's room and mrs. Kennedy's room upstairs this is Paul Niven at the White House in 
one area at least the American people some American people are not respecting the Kennedy family's 
wishes all day baskets of flowers have been arriving at the executive office building the family had asked that 
those who wish to show their respect to the late president should contribute to Charities of their own choice 
instead of sending flowers since before dawn this morning the body of the president has lain in repose in the 
East Room of the White House this is how it was there was a period of time for the family to view it early this 
morning and then a period for official visitors a military guard stood by all day and there were priests praying 
in the room throughout the day the first distinguished visitor was former President Eisenhower he came to 
the house he used to live in and where he had visited President Kennedy on the saddest errand that ever 
brought in there the day was divided up among various classifications of dignitaries in the morning Chief 
Justice Earl Warren of the Supreme Court arrived with mrs. Warren 


02:28:23 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XjIKieA71tA&t=8903s 





some people walked instead of being driven up in limousines general Maxwell Taylor has always been a 
close military advisor to President Kennedy was one of the early visitors the Air Force flew in former 
president Harry Truman from Missouri mr. Truman like President Johnson knows how it is to takeover in a 
situation like this there were some people not officially connected with the federal government Governor 


Nelson Rockefeller of New York and mrs. rockefeller it went like that all day congressman executive 
appointees personal friends they came throughout the day and throughout the day it rained virtually every 
country in the world with the exception of Communist China has expressed sympathy with the American 
people on the death of their president premier Khrushchev led the Russian people in an unprecedented 
display of mourning for the dead president tonight however the Soviet press is up in arms over indications 
that a leftist may have 
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over indications that a leftist may have been the murder Radio Moscow claims that rightist elements here are 
trying to implicate the Communists in the murder this via Telstar satellite was Pope Paul statement on 
President Kennedy's death we pay to look there the sacrifice of John Kennedy may be made to favor 
because he promoted and to help defend the freedom of people's and peace in the world he was the first 
Catholic president of the United States we | call our pleasure in seeing its solution for the good of humanity 
tomorrow we shall offer the Holy Sacrifice of the mass death God may grant him eternal rest that he may 
comfort and control all those who weep for him among mankind so far in this report we have brought you the 
reaction of the world's great now we wish to show you films of how President Kennedy's death has affected 
the world's people this is how the news looked in Italian in Rome almost every country of the Western world 
had some reason for feeling a special closeness to President Kennedy for the Italians it was a shared 
religion and frequently a shared family to the great tides of immigration that swept through Ellis Island around 
the turn of the century at the Vatican and at the seats of temporal government flags flew at half-staff church 
and state joining America in its morning the president here as in other American embassies in Europe and 
elsewhere the people came to pay their respects by proxy to sign the visitors book and the 
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proxy to sign the visitors book and the Americana we feel we wish to express we regret Berliners - felt a 
special closeness they remember him in their midst last summer remember him at the wall remember him 
saying in Harvard accent a German dick bin ein Berliner they remember perhaps with a touch of bitterness 
the president smiling in the midst of a surging crowd of a million Berliners in perfect safety for Germans every 
great event whether connected with a Hitler or a John F Kennedy demands a torchlight parade and last night 
Berlin paraded a vogner lan Cortez for a fellow Berliner lying dead six thousand miles away they named a 
street for John Kennedy in Berlin last night Mayor voli Brandt made a speech of condolence for his city and 
for our country mayor Brandt will be coming to the funeral on Monday the first bulletins that the president had 
been shot reached Buenos Aires in Argentina at 3 in the afternoon an hour later sirens atop newspaper 
offices began to scream in Buenos Aires the signal that news of supreme importance had transpired 
Argentina and the United States have not been on the best of terms lately there's been that nagging 
business of closing out American oil companies but if there has been any bad feeling on the level of their 
people in our people it seemed suddenly swept away in a wave of sympathy yesterday from the sirens 
announced that President Kennedy was dead and this was London hearing the news seldom since world war 
ii has that special relationship which 
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ii has that special relationship which the we and the british are so intermittently proud in so evident as in 
these first moments after our presidents death date I'm in Dallas is night time in London and this was night 
time Noonan's dark tragic and personal that was the feeling in England as if someone great in English had 
died it was inherent in the decision to toll the tenor bell of Westminster Abbey 60 times normally that only 
happens when a member of the British royal family dies Queen Elizabeth says she was shocked and 
horrified at the news Winston Churchill called it a monstrous act the press compared President Kennedy to 
Lincoln and our embassy a crowd gathered and somebody started passing around a petition of sympathy for 
the American people when the embassy closed last night there were 42 pages of signatures and messages 
of condolence from the people of Great Britain and then there was Ireland Ireland which felt deep inside that 


John F Kennedy was a native son on loan to a friendly land that needed his talents Ireland that had poured 
some of its finest blood into America to be rewarded three generations later with the President of the United 
States this was Dublin when my immediate reaction was one of the personal loss and | think here in Dublin 
this is the general feeling the death of a neighbor's son would have the same effect on us I'm not very much 
bacon but | want to give my synthetize for the table and his wife and family and the people of Ireland | just 
want to send my demand based on God for this country and for everyone else and his own and the way he 
has spoken up and then great personality wants to say what he wants has to say not afraid to know which 
we all know what he is and I'd like him very much and I'm sorry to hear of his death not at all | have to say 
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of his death not at all | have to say well you know it is a complete shock to be | think it is the tragedy of the 
century | feel very shocked and sad of this news | can't well really | been more associated with President 
Kennedy since | come from Wexford his ancestral home and since | saw him join his visit here in Ireland | 
only send my greatest sympathy to President Kennedy's wife and family and | am speaking on behalf of old 
white people and all the Irish people a moratorium in American politics went into effect at 2:00 o'clock 
yesterday afternoon today brought President Johnson only the expected but perhaps reassuring messages 
of full support one of President Kennedy's great political antagonists broke silence today President | were 
personal friends have been personal friends during the years we served in the Senate he was ranking a 
member of the Labor Committee under the chairman and | was ranking minority member and we worked 
very closely but both mrs. Goldwater and | are extremely shocked to lose a friend like that and and shocked 
to think that the world has to lose a young leader at a time like this and kannaway like that sir do you feel that 
mr. Kennedy's death will affect the standing of America at all the world over no | don't think so | have 
confidence in Lyndon Johnson and | think now is the time little test Americans of all faiths and both parties 
we must give this men our full cooperation and our prayers and work with him and let's see the kind of 
president that he will be he has certainly has the training he has 





has certainly has the training he has the instincts he has the ability | think we must now as a nation unite 
behind him and help him all we can and throw the usual course of helping a president of being critical when 
it's needed at a reporter asked senator Goldwater what he might remember particularly about President 
Kennedy well he was a very decent fellow he was the gentleman he's the kind of antagonist that I've always 
enjoyed he would fight like a wildcat for his points and his principles but there was never anything personal 
about it | imagine that | have debated the president more on the floor of the Senate than any other man and it 
never affected our friendship we had some rather violent arguments in sessions of committee had never 
affected our friendship that's a kind of a man that you respect the kind of a man you like to work with in 
politics | think that would be his his manliness his the bigness of him but that's they encompass that that's 
encompassed by what I've been saying the way senator Goldwater remembered it is a friendship which was 
not imperiled by strong political differences is apparently where the late president felt - you remember it may 
remember not many weeks ago at a White House ceremony President Kennedy singled out senator 
Goldwater and called Barry come over here they were friends John Kennedy was exalted to the glory of 
leadership and condemned to its perils by a close decision in 1960 Richard Nixon the other man in that 
contest spoke today President Kennedy yesterday wrote the 
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President Kennedy yesterday wrote the final and greatest chapter and his profiles occurred today millions of 
people throughout the world are trying to find words adequate to express their grief and their sympathy to his 
family the greatest tribute we could all pay to his memory would be in our everyday lives to do everything we 
possibly can to reduce the hatred that drives men to such terrible deeds there's been a good deal of talk 

about national unity and non partisanship in the past hours and these are real things but this country is still a 
political organism Eric Sevareid has some comments well party politics sometimes stops at the water's edge 


but apparently it merely pauses at the edge of the grave it goes on because the government must go on and 
the party system is the chemistry our of our governmental system and already today in scores of American 
newspapers and thousands of conversations a good many people are trying to think and guess they had to 
what 1964 might bring the questions are specific but the answers are speculated the first question is whether 
the Democratic Party next August will nominate mr. Johnson for the November election and nearly all 
observers writing in the press today are predicting that it will if Jonnson wants it and that mr. Johnson will 
want it early in 1948 there was talk that Harry Truman might be dropped by his party's convention in the 
White House one day he said to a friend any man who sits in this chair and cannot get his own party's 
nomination is a fool and then the Johnson of course is not a fool three vice presidents who succeeded a 
president taken by death were elected in their own right all in this century Truman Coolidge in theater for all 
in the last century were not elected after their succession by death Chester Arthur Andrew Johnson Fillmore 
and Tyler the next question being asked 
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and Tyler the next question being asked some places today is which party would gain from yesterday's tragic 
event most professional observers today seem to believe the Republican prospects would gain that mr. 
Johnson in one year could hardly build the national following and affection that mr. Kennedy won and three a 
third question | asked is whether the choice of a Republican nominee would be affected by yesterday's 
events most observers things seem to think it is they think senator Goldwater chances may now be 
diminished that his southern base of strength would be cut in two by Johnson a southerner himself even 
though some southerners have lost some of their Pro Johnson feeling if all that is so it follows that the 
chances of a middle-of-the-road Republican would be somewhat greater a Nixon perhaps or Scranton family 
perhaps governor rockefeller somebody with a stronger civil rights record than Johnson's today the fourth 
question is the effect on the Democratic nomination for Vice President with mr. Johnson heading the ticket 
his running mate would fairly surely be a liberal northerner perhaps someone like the senator Humphrey of 
Minnesota but there are some subsidiary questions that would be answered sooner the future power of 
Robert Kennedy for example he controls a good deal the democratic party machinery but he has done that in 
the name of the captain who is now dead his personal political power is an uncertain factor so the 
estimations have gone today events will be following soon and we shall all have a better idea of what political 
1964 will offer the American people most of whose thoughts tonight's of course remain with the man who 
was their president thank you Eric in the 1960 campaign for the Democratic nomination there were three 
major candidates besides Don Kennedy one Lyndon Johnson is now president one Hubert Humphrey is 
Majority Whip in the Senate today senator Humphrey looked ahead but it's been my privilege as a senator 
and as a Majority Whip to serve on what we call the leadership group of the Congress and as you know 
these past two and a half years we've been meeting 
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two and a half years we've been meeting regularly with President Kennedy and the late President Kennedy 
and with now President Johnson I've satellite alongside of President Johnson while he served as vice 
president in these leadership breakfast every Tuesday morning cost the table would be the President of the 
United States | witnessed the close cooperation between these two great men these two fine citizens and 
two fine leaders so that | can say to you knowing both of them having no one President Kennedy and worked 
closely with him and having known President Johnson both as a senator in a majority leader and vice 
president now as president | can say that the loyalty of President Johnson to here to the late President 
Kennedy was not just a personal loyalty it was a loyalty to program to platform to policy the platform that the 
Democratic convention was written in part by both of these great Americans so that | see a continuity here a 
continuity of philosophy a continuity of program a continuity of policy in domestic and foreign | would say to 
the people of the United States that we're really a fortunate we have institutions of government which provide 
for the continuation of government even in crisis or tragedy the proper transition of power without grabbing 
power or the struggle for power and in this particular hour we're very much fortunate we're really blessed and 
it comes at a time that we ought to give thanks giving that in President Johnson you have an experienced 


trained and gifted public servant one whose whole life has been dedicated to public service and one who is a 
patriot one who now fully understands the commitment of this country to world leadership and to the cause of 
freedom and one who is equally dedicated to a strong and prosperous and an active America | | 
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prosperous and an active America | | Know we're going to continue even though our hearts are heavy and 
this unbelievable tragedy has over overtaken us we must we must go forward they we we can't let down and 
we're not going to I've talked with President Johnson in fact I've talked to him just within the hour and | can 
say to the people of this nation that he is he is fully committed to what his great leader and his beloved friend 
the late President Kennedy was asking the nation to do in asking the Congress to do there will be differences 
in approach no doubt these are different personalities but the commitment to human dignity the commitment 
to equality the commitment to freedom in the commitment to national strength and national honor these 
commitments are not surface they're deep they're fundamental | | know that we're going to do we're going to 
do all right in Washington the processes of government go on in the midst of official and private mourning in 
Dallas the processes of investigation of murder go on we go to Dallas now for a report from Dan Rather 
police say they have evidence that President Kennedy was shot with a $12 78 sun-young purchased through 
the mail this was the scene tonight at the Dollar City Jail as police chief Jesse curry gave newsmen details 
that they have the ordered letter or the rifle that we have sent to the laboratory received from a mail-order 
house in Chicago this order letter has been to the laboratory in Washington DC and 
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the laboratory in Washington DC and compared with known handwriting of our suspect Oswald and the 
handwriting is the same on the order letter as Oswald's handwriting the return address on this order letter 
was to the post office box in Dallas Texas of our suspect Oswald and it was returned under another name 
but it has definitely been established by the FBI that the handwriting is the handwriting of Oslo's a recent 
purchase this purchase was made on March the 20th this year sure this year and that's difficult is some good 
genes what about ballistics test tube ballistic tests we haven't had a final report but it is | understand will be 
favorable development you referred to today as making the case ironclad in your opinion this is not what | 
had reference to her photographs were found in the hizzle out in Irving where he had been staying where his 
lack of mistakes these are the photographs of the revolver on the rifle there is room for graph of him with a 
revolver on his hip and holding a rifle in his hand does the bible look like the one that you have that you think 
is the murder weapon sir it does what doesn't have a telescopic sight - how is he taking this information is a 
buildup | don't know in the the atlantean awareness | don't believe he knows all this as yet | think the captain 
is talking to him about it the present time she gave the order this gun been connected indefinitely with thee 
that is the earth of the rifle been connected with the rifle which you found it has just a moment ago he came 
out into the interrogation room bitterly 


02:50:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=XjIKieA71tA&t=10200s 





out into the interrogation room bitterly complaining about their being deprived of his citizenship rights 
because he can't take a shower do you have any comment on that | didn't know he had asked to take a 
shower we have a shower up there where you could take a shower if he wants it g'bye autograph did he 
have in his hand a copy of the worker a communist publication with the headline be militant on it it seems 
there's two papers there one of them are you can see the word be militant on the other you can see the 
workers is this the weekly worker from New York | don't know what was the name the returned the name on 
the return address was a title a title are you ready | don't know that keep will you've been pretty certain this is 
the rifle to kill the president yes do you confront him with this evidence now chief | don't know are you on the 
way in to show him this evidence no I'm not has he been shown it captain Fritz is with him now he will be 
shown this evidence by captain Fritz you consider the case shut tight now we will continue to work on it and 
try to get every shred of evidence as possible | do not know can you give us something about the fact you 
fund this morning the new facts you mentioned this morning aritaum's chief powers the rifle prescribed on the 


order to the mail said | do not know what was the pole they knew happy wood | said the FBI had the order to 
all they get this through a tip do you know how it was developed this evidence | don't know how the FBI got 
their information we received some information ourselves as a tip yes but that's deputy the same gun which 
had been sent to Washington yes let me say this | can't say for sure on that he 
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this | can't say for sure on that he asked if this was the gun that we sent to Washington the gun it was 
ordered | can't say definitely on that | don't know the same type okay yes then | don't know how much is a 
ballistic tests are encouraging so far a the gun was supported 2012 . 78 cents | believe | believe it was 
advertised in some magazine colors what was the chief you say the ballistics tests so far | don't know James 
the ballistics tests are encouraging tests are encouraging you have the advertisement how and I'll have all 
ever used the alias title before | do not know that's all | have today thank you Cosmo continues to deny any 
guilt chief curry says he does not expect any confession this is Dan Rather in Dallas back now to Harry 
Reasoner in New York President Johnson today issued his first official proclamation naming Monday a day 
of national mourning for our dead president then after signing it he came out in front of the White House and 
read it out to the people of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy 35th President of the United States 
has been taken from us by an act which outrages decent men everywhere he upheld the faith of our fathers 
which is freedom for all men he broadened the frontiers of that faith and he backed it with the energy and the 
courage which are the mark of the nation that he lived a man of wisdom strength and peace he molded and 
moved the power of our nation in the service of a world 
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of our nation in the service of a world of growing liberty and order all who love freedom will mourn his death 
as he did not strength from his responsibilities but welcomed them so he would have us not strength from 
carrying on his work beyond this hour of national tragedy he said it himself the energy the faith the devotion 
which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it and the glow from that fire can truly 
light the world now therefore i at lyndon b johnson president of the united states of america do appoint 
monday next november twenty five the day of the funeral service of president kennedy to be a national day 
of mourning throughout the united states | earnestly recommend the people to assemble on that day in their 
respective places of divine worship there to bow down in submission to the will of Almighty God and to pay 
their homage of love and reverence to the memory of a great and good man | invite the people of the world 
who share our grief to join us in this day of mourning and rededication in witness whereof | have hereunto set 
my hand and cause the seal of the United States of America to be affixed done at the city of Washington this 
the twenty-third day of November in the year of our Lord 1963 and of the Independence of the United States 
of America the 188 at the end of 
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States of America the 188 at the end of this second day of concentrated national grief and attention to one 
event it may be time to stop for a moment and think about our own attitude introspection is proper in sorrow 
as it is at any time because mourning if it becomes a fixed and purposeless moan that the cruelty of fate can 
be habit-forming in Norwalk Ohio today a fire burned up a home for the elderly and about sixty three old men 
and women died there is a way of thinking about our knowledge of God which might make you say that in his 
sight that event was 63 times as important as the death in Dallas in the national attention those 63 have 
scarcely had a place they get 6 inches of type in the Sunday edition of the New York Daily News for instance 
just above a little item about a man who stole some money from a department store you might think that we 
are out of proportion that the National ders that fills these days is inappropriate either we should do more 
mourn all the time for everybody or maybe do less there were for instance some calls last night to CBS in 
New York from citizens complaining about missing their normal Friday night programs our operators | 
understand were polite we are not out of proportion we are not dishonouring the 63 old folks or the 
thousands of others who died yesterday and today and will die tonight and tomorrow we are not God we are 


a nation of men who tempt with honor and reward all kinds of man to service when one is especially worthy 
especially important to us and becomes a sacrifice as well as a leader it is entirely appropriate that we do 
him great honor we are all dying and what we feel about John Kennedy is not so much sadness that he met 
his appointment a little sooner but a gratitude and love for a man who would make that appointment for us 
there is only one reservation it must not be a habit when President Kennedy announced the quarantine of 
Cuba one reporter 
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the quarantine of Cuba one reporter suggested that what he wanted from his countrymen was intelligent 
support not intoxicated belligerence it seems likely that what this man would want from his martyrdom would 
be a considered dedication not a pointless self-pity the news today Monday will be the day of the funeral and 
a national day of mourning tomorrow the president's body will be moved in solemn style from the White 
House to the Capitol to Lion State beginning at 9:00 a.m. Eastern Time tomorrow CBS News will begin 
continuous coverage of the day's events as we have and as we will this is Harry Reasoner good night this 
has been a CBS News special reports a day to mourn this is the CBS television network 


END 


